
UPCOMING 
Great Vespers (St. Ignatius) | Monday, December 19 @ 7pm-8pm 

Divine Liturgy (St. Ignatius) | Tuesday, December 20 @ 7am-8am 
Vespers | Wednesday, December 21 @ 7pm-7:40pm (no Adult Ed class following) 
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9am — Matins 
10am — Divine Liturgy 
Following the service: 
Ministry Presentation: Community Connections 
Coffee Hour, hosted by Group E-K 
Pageant Practice 
1pm — Baptism 

Today’s Schedule 

Visit stmaryorthodox.org/calendar to stay updated on parish events and service times. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
Great Vespers (St. Herman of Alaska) | 6pm-7pm 
Parish Council | 7pm-8pm 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Divine Liturgy (St. Herman of Alaska) | 7am-8am 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Vespers | 7pm-7:40pm 
Adult Education | 7:45pm-9pm 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Philokalia Book Group | 12pm-1pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 
St. Nicholas Retreat & Pageant Practice 
Divine Liturgy (Daniel & 3 Holy Youths) | 10am-11am 
Great Vespers w/ Group Confession| 5pm-6:30pm 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
9am Matins, 10am Divine Liturgy 
Christmas Pageant  | 12pm-12:30pm 
Men’s Fellowship | 6pm-8pm @ the Hall residence 

Hours (Online)  |  weekday mornings @ 7:15am–7:45am (except Tuesday this week) 

This Week at St. Mary’s 



HYMNS OF THE DAY 
Tone 1. Troparion of the Resurrection 

WHEN the stone had been sealed by the Jews, * 
while the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
body, * Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, 
* granting life to the world. * The powers of 
heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: * 
“Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! * Glory to 
Thy Kingdom! // Glory to Thy dispensation, O 
Thou Who lovest mankind!”  

Tone 2. Troparion of the Forefathers 

THROUGH faith You justified the Forefathers,  * 
betrothing through them the Church of the 
gentiles. * These saints exult in glory, * for from 
their seed came forth a glorious fruit: * she who 

bore You without seed. // So by their prayers, O 
Christ God, have mercy on us! 

Glory; both now. Tone 6. Kontakion of the Forefathers 

YOU did not worship the graven image, * O thrice
-blessed ones, * but armed with the immaterial 
Essence of God, * you were glorified in a trial by 
fire. * From the midst of unbearable flames you 
called on God, crying: * “Hasten, O compassionate 
One! * Speedily come to our aid, // for You are 
merciful and able to do as You will!”   

PROKEIMENON 

In the fourth tone: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of 
our fathers / and praised and glorified is thy name 
forever! 
℣ For thou art just in all that thou hast done for us! 
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The Lord spoke this parable: “A certain man made 
a great supper and bade many, and sent his 
servant at supper time to say to them that were 

bidden, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ 
And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse. The first said unto him, ‘I have bought a 

GOSPEL  Luke 14:16-24 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life shall 
appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in 
glory. Therefore mortify your worldly members: 
fornication, pollution, evil, passion, desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. For which 
things the wrath of God is coming upon the 
children of disobedience, in which you also once 
walked when you lived in them. But now you 
must also put away all anger, wrath, malice, 

blasphemy, and filthy speech out of your mouth. 
Do not lie to one another, since you have put off 
the old man with his deeds, and have put on the 
new man who is renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of Him who created him, 
where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all and in 
all. 

EPISTLE    Colossians 3:4-11  

Alleluia in the fourth tone: 
℣ Moses and Aaron were among his priests; Samuel also was among those who called on his name. 
℣ They called to the Lord and he answered them. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just! 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it. I 
pray thee, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
them. I pray thee, have me excused.’ And 
another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant came 
and showed his lord these things. Then the 
master of the house, being angry, said to his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor 

and the maimed and the halt and the blind.’ And 
the servant said, ‘Lord, it is done as thou hast 
commanded, and yet there is room.’ Then the 
lord said unto the servant, ‘Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled.’ For I say unto 
you that none of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper, for many are called, but 
few are chosen.’” 

+ Christmas Services + 
DECEMBER 23 (FRIDAY) 
10am-12pm — Royal Hours 

CHRISTMAS EVE (SATURDAY) 
10am-11:30am — Divine Liturgy 
5pm-6:30pm — Great Vespers 

CHRISTMAS DAY (SUNDAY) 
9am-11:30am — Christmas Matins and 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
11:30am-12:30pm — Christmas Brunch 



(THIS SATURDAY) St. Nicholas Retreat and Pageant Practice is this weekend (Dec. 17)! 
The retreat will start at 10am. More details to come this week. 
Men’s Fellowship meets next Sunday (Dec. 18) — The passions that afflict us are many indeed, 
including the obvious temptations, but also the far less obvious mental conditions that can take 
possession of us: "mental illness" in modern terminology, "spirit possession" in Biblical discourse. 
We will discuss any of these afflictions and how in dealing with them we have called upon our 
Savior for help next Sunday evening, 6pm-8pm at the Hall residence. Join the Men’s Fellowship 
Group on Realm to learn more. 
Donate clothing and items to women and children in need (Jan. 15/Jan. 21) — YAM is 
preparing a donation of apparel for Women Giving Back on January 15, following liturgy until 2pm. 
YAM also invites you to volunteer a shift with them at the Women Giving Back store in Sterling on 
January 21, 8:30am-12pm. For more information on what to donate or how to volunteer, 
visit stmaryorthodox.org/volunteer-with-yam-at-women-giving-back. 
Nativity Fast Book Sale (Nov. 27–Dec. 18) — Get a new boo k to read this fast, or pick up a gift 
for a loved one! All books from the library in the gift shop are half off  their tagged price (which are 
already discounted). Proceeds will go to paying for this year’s updates to the library. 
Connect with the parish at the Connections Corner — Stop by the Connections Corner in the 
fellowship hall during coffee hour to check out our ministries, newsletter, or meet a couple friendly 
faces. Great for visitors, inquirers, or if you just want to get more involved at church. 

Parish News & Announcements 

Birthdays  Amy B., Samia P. 

Namedays   Daniel C., Daniel D., Eugene H., Joseph J., Caleb P., Cindy S. 

Next week’s (Dec 18) coffee hour: Group L-R 

Are you visiting? Welcome to St. Mary’s! 
We’re delighted that you’ve joined us! Please feel free to watch, participate, or ask the person next to you if 
you have any questions. Here are a few things you can do to get acquainted with us: 

• sign the visitor’s log at the entrance of the church (called the “narthex”) 
• check out the Connections Corner in the fellowship hall to learn more about us, Orthodoxy, pick up a 

copy of our newsletter and ministry brochure, and meet a few friendly faces 
We try to avoid entering or exiting the nave during readings, processions, or the sermon. Please note that to 
receive Holy Communion in our church, one must be baptized Orthodox, recently-confessed, and at peace 
with one’s fellows. At the end of the service, everyone is welcome to come up to kiss the Cross, greet the 
priest, and receive blessed bread. 

Please join us for coffee hour downstairs in the fellowship hall after liturgy. We’d love to meet you! 

https://www.stmaryorthodox.org/volunteer-with-yam-at-women-giving-back

