
UPCOMING 
Great Vespers & Te Deum | Saturday, December 31 @ 5pm-6pm 

New Year’s Family-Friendly Party | Saturday, December 31 @ 6pm-9pm 
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27th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  ·  Tone 2  ·  Sunday of the Holy Fathers 

St. Mary Orthodox Church   |  Parish Priest: Fr. David Subu   |   Parish Council President: Ken Liu 
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9am — Matins 
10am — Divine Liturgy 
Following the service: 
Coffee Hour, hosted by Group L-R 
12pm-12:30pm — Christmas Pageant 
6pm-8pm — Men’s Fellowship 

Today’s Schedule 

Visit stmaryorthodox.org/calendar to stay updated on parish events and service times. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Great Vespers (St. Ignatius) | 7pm-8pm 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Divine Liturgy (St. Ignatius) | 7am-8am 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Vespers | 7pm-7:40pm 

Hours (Online)  |  weekday mornings @ 7:15am–7:45am (except Tuesday and Friday this week) 

This Week at St. Mary’s 

 
DECEMBER 23 (FRIDAY) 
10am-12pm — Royal Hours 

CHRISTMAS EVE (SATURDAY) 
10am-11:30am — Divine Liturgy 
5pm-6:30pm — Great Vespers 

CHRISTMAS DAY (SUNDAY) 
9am-11:30am — Christmas Matins and 

Liturgy of St. Basil 
11:30am-12:30pm — Christmas Brunch 

+ Christmas Services + 

Notice: The office will be closed Dec. 26-30. Merry Christmas! 



HYMNS OF THE DAY 
Tone 2. Troparion of the Resurrection 

WHEN Thou didst descend to death, O Life 
immortal, * Thou didst slay hell with the splendor 
of Thy Godhead. * And when from the depths 
Thou didst raise the dead, * all the powers of 
heaven cried out: // “O Giver of life, Christ our 
God, glory to Thee!” 

Tone 2. Troparion of the Holy Fathers 

GREAT are the accomplishments of faith, * for the 
three Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames 
as though in the waters of rest; * and the Prophet 
Daniel appeared * a shepherd to the lions as 
though they were sheep. // So by their prayers, O 
Christ God, save our souls! 

Glory; both now. Tone 6. Kontakion of the Holy Fathers 

YOU did not worship the graven image, * O thrice
-blessed ones, * but armed with the immaterial 
Essence of God, * you were glorified in a trial by 
fire. * From the midst of unbearable flames you 
called on God, crying: * “Hasten, O compassionate 
One! * Speedily come to our aid, // for You are 
merciful and able to do as You will!”   

PROKEIMENON 

In the fourth tone: Blessed art thou, O Lord God of 
our fathers / and praised and glorified is thy name 
forever! 
℣ For thou art just in all that thou hast done for us! 
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Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land 
of promise as in a strange country, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 
the same promise; for he looked for the city that 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac, and he that had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son, of 
whom it was said, “In Isaac shall thy seed shall 
be called,” accounting that God is able to raise 
him up, even from the dead, so to say, from 
which he also received him. By faith Isaac 
blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to 
come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 
worshiped, leaning upon the top of his staff. By 
faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention 
of the departure of the children of Israel, and 
gave instructions concerning his bones. By faith 
Moses, when he was born, was hidden three 
months by his parents, because they saw that he 
was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid 
of the king’s commandments. And what more 
shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of 

Gideon and of Barak and Samson and Jephthah, 
also of David and Samuel and the other 
prophets: who by faith subdued kingdoms, 
worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out of weakness were made strong, became 
valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of 
the enemies. Women received their dead raised 
to life again. And others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better resurrection. Still others had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain by the 
sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – 
of whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and 
caves of the earth. And all these, having 
obtained a good report through faith, did not 
receive the promise, for God having provided 
something better for us, that they should not be 
made perfect without us. 

EPISTLE    Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40  
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous! Praise befits the just! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham 
begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot 
Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and 
Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and 
Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, 
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon 
begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, 
Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and 
Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot 
Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot 
Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot 
Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and 
Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, 
Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 
Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot 
Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot 
Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they 
were carried away to Babylon. And after they 
were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot 
Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 
Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, 
and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, 
Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 
Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and 
Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph 
the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus 

who is called Christ. So all the generations from 
Abraham to David are fourteen generations, 
from David until the captivity in Babylon are 
fourteen generations, and from the captivity in 
Babylon until the Christ are fourteen 
generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was 
as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph, before they came together, she was 
found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph 
her husband, being a just man, and not wanting 
to make her a public example, was minded to 
put her away secretly. But while he thought 
about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, 
and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” So all this was 
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear 
a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, 
which is translated, ‘God with us.’” Then Joseph, 
being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 
and did not know her till she had brought forth 
her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 1:1-25 

Alleluia in the fourth tone: 
℣ We have heard with our ears, O God, for our fathers have told us. 
℣ For thou hast saved us from them that oppose us, and hast put to shame them that hate us. 



TODAY: Men’s Fellowship meets at the Hall residence — The passions that afflict us are many 
indeed, including the obvious temptations, but also the far less obvious mental conditions that can 
take possession of us: "mental illness" in modern terminology, "spirit possession" in Biblical 
discourse. We will discuss any of these afflictions and how in dealing with them we have called 
upon our Savior for help next Sunday evening, 6pm-8pm at the Hall residence. Join the Men’s 
Fellowship Group on Realm to learn more. 
Donate for Christmas flowers — Help us adorn the church with flowers for the feast of Nativity! If 
you’re able, please donate via Realm or check with “Christmas flowers” in the memo line. Thank you! 
Note: Calendars — Romanian wall calendars and English pocket calendars — from our 
diocese are now available in the narthex. 
Join us for traditional caroling Dec. 22 and 23! We’ll be singing in both Romanian and English. 
If you’d like to join us, contact Ioana M. or Fr. David for more details. 
Submit your reports for the 2022 Annual Report Book (due Sun, Jan. 15)! The Parish 
Assembly is still far out, but it's time to begin putting the book together. Please send your reports 
to undertheveilofherprotection@gmail.com by Sunday, January 15.  
Donate clothing and items to women and children in need (Jan. 15/Jan. 21) — YAM is 
preparing a donation of apparel for Women Giving Back on January 15, following liturgy until 2pm. 
YAM also invites you to volunteer a shift with them at the Women Giving Back store in Sterling on 
January 21, 8:30am-12pm. For more information on what to donate or how to volunteer, 
visit stmaryorthodox.org/volunteer-with-yam-at-women-giving-back. 
Connect with the parish at the Connections Corner — Stop by the Connections Corner in the 
fellowship hall during coffee hour to check out our ministries, newsletter, or meet a couple friendly 
faces. Great for visitors, inquirers, or if you just want to get more involved at church. 

Parish News & Announcements 

Birthdays  Jeff B., Nicholas M., Elizabeth W., George W. 

Namedays   Lauren C., Jonathan J., Sarah J. 

Next week (Dec 25): Christmas Brunch 

Are you visiting? Welcome to St. Mary’s! 
We’re delighted that you’ve joined us! Please feel free to watch, participate, or ask the person next to you if 
you have any questions. Here are a few things you can do to get acquainted with us: 

• sign the visitor’s log at the entrance of the church (called the “narthex”) 
• check out the Connections Corner in the fellowship hall to learn more about us, Orthodoxy, pick up a 

copy of our newsletter and ministry brochure, and meet a few friendly faces 
We try to avoid entering or exiting the nave during readings, processions, or the sermon. Please note that to 
receive Holy Communion in our church, one must be baptized Orthodox, recently-confessed, and at peace 
with one’s fellows. At the end of the service, everyone is welcome to come up to kiss the Cross, greet the 
priest, and receive blessed bread. 

Please join us for coffee hour downstairs in the fellowship hall after liturgy. We’d love to meet you! 


