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Parish Assembly
Don't miss the virtual 
Parish Assembly meeting 
on February 21
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Beloved, we begin each February with the 
celebration of the Lord’s Presentation or “Meet-
ing” (from Gr. Hypapante) in the Temple. In ear-
lier times it was celebrated on Feb. 14, being 40 
days after Theophany, on which day the Lord’s 
birth was also celebrated before being sepa-
rated out to Christmas. On this day in Jerusa-
lem candles were also blessed, and it was cus-
tomary to hold them during the liturgy. In 541, 
when a terrible plague broke out in the capital, 
killing thousands, the Emperor and Patriarch 
jointly called for a period of fasting and prayer 
throughout out the Empire. Then on the feast 
of the Meeting of the Lord, the candles were lit, 
the faithful went in procession in the towns and 
villages, making supplication for an end to the 
plague, which then ceased. In Thanksgiving to 
God, the feast was elevated to a great feast in 542 
and firmly established ever after. This year we 
will bless candles as we always do and beseech 
God for the illumination of our souls and bodies, 
but the ancient concerns for deliverance from 
death and disease are will also be at the forefront 
of our prayers.

 The feast also reminds us of the prayer of 
the elder Symeon, the one with whom the Lord 
met. Beholding the Christ-child he exclaimed, 
“Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have 
seen Thy salvation—a Light to enlighten the gen-
tiles, and to be the glory of Thy people, Israel!” 
After almost a year of pandemic, we now antic-
ipate the decline of cases as vaccines are slowly 
but steadily rolled out, as well as a general rise 
in “herd immunity.” Many of our faithful had to 

depart in caution last year to slow the spread and 
protect vulnerable family but will soon be able to 
return in peace! Let us rejoice at this and welcome 
them home! I’m excited to see this coming! Let 
parish life resume as we approach Pascha, which 
we will at least be able to offer in person this 
year! Let our caution and distance be gradually 
overcome by hospitality, warmth, and growing 
closeness once again. And there are many new 
families and friends who have begun to join us 
whom many of you have yet to meet, and more to 
come, God willing!  

Let us embrace once again the opportunity to 
become shining lights of faith and love, and so fulfill 
the prayers for blessing candles in our own souls: 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the True Light, Who enlightens 
every man that comes into the world, pour out Your bless-
ing on these candles, and hallow them by the light 
of Your Grace; and grant, O Merciful One, that 
as these lights, kindled with a visible flame, 
scatter the darkness of night, so also may our 
hearts, by an invisible fire, that is, enlight-
ened by the glowing of the Holy Spirit, avoid 
the blindness of all manner of sin; so that we 
may see those things that are pleasing unto You, 
and availing for our salvation, with the cleansed 
eye of our soul, so that we, having overcome the 
darkness of this world, may be granted to attain to 
the light that never fades: For You 
are our Savior, and to You do we 
send up glory, with Your unorig-
inate Father, and Your all-holy, 
good, and life-creating Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of 
ages. Amen.

 — FR. DAVID

In this Issue: Lord, now let thy servant

...and more inside!

return in peace
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Don’t see your name? Join us on Realm and fill out your profile. If you include your birthday and nameday, you’ll see them here.

B I R T H D A Y S
Alethea C.

Victor C.

Elaine D.

Eric G.

Brian H.

Sdn. Eugene H.

Valentina H.

Jonathan J.

Sdn. Nick J.

Maximus K.

Maria M.

Ursula R.

Maria R.

Paula Y.

N A M E D A Y S
Bobby A.

Rafael A.

Victor C.

Libby H.

A N N I V E R S A R I E S
Evan & Susan F.

God grant you many years!

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  I S  F O L L O W I N G  V I R G I N I A  G U I D E L I N E S  F O R

Phase Three
I N C L U D I N G  T H E  A M E N D E D  E X E C U T I V E  O R D E R  6 7

St. Mary’s is currently open with limited attendance. We 
appreciate your patience and loving-kindness as we do our best 

to comply with state guidelines and practice obedience to our 
synod of bishops. We pray that this phase will go smoothly and 

safely, and that we return to less restricted practices soon!

Everything you need to know about how to attend a service in 
person is kept up to date at stmaryorthodox.org/covid19.

You can view Virginia's Phase Three guidelines at  
virgina.gov/coronavirus.

C A L L  T O  O R D E R  O F  T H E 
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

 Sunday, February 21, 2021 • 1:00pm until the completion of business

To be conducted on Zoom. 
Meeting link will be posted on Realm.

Request the link by email at  
undertheveilofherprotection@gmail.com

In order to vote at the assembly, you must be officially enrolled as  
a member for over 6 months and be in good standing.
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S U N DAY MON DAY T U E S DAY W E DN E S DAY T H U R S DAY F R I DAY S AT U R DAY

31
10:00am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy of 
St. James (Hours @ 
9:40)

1
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm-8:00pm 
Festal Great 
Vespers

2 MEETING OF 
OUR LORD IN THE 
TEMPLE

7:00am–8:00am 
Festal Divine Liturgy 
with the Blessing of 
Candles

7:00pm–8:30pm 
Women's Bible 
Study

3
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers 
(ONLINE)

7:30-8:30pm 
Adult Education

4
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

5
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

11:45am–12:45pm 
Book Study

6
3:00pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism: 
The Mysteries

5:00pm–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

7 SUNDAY BEFORE 
THEOPHANY

9:00am–10:00am 
Matins

10:00am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

8
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

9
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

10
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers 
(ONLINE)

7:30-8:30pm 
Adult Education

11 ST. BLAISE

7:00am–8:00am 
Divine Liturgy

12
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

11:45am–12:45pm 
Book Study

13
3:00pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism: 
The Mysteries

5:00pm–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

14 ZACCHAEUS 
SUNDAY

9:00am–10:00am 
Matins

10:00am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

15
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

16 ST. NICHOLAS 
OF JAPAN

7:00am–8:00am 
Divine Liturgy

17
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers 
(ONLINE)

7:30-8:30pm 
Adult Education

18
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

19
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

11:45am–12:45pm 
Book Study

20
10:00am–11:00am 
Mission Liturgy

3:00pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism: 
The Mysteries

5:00pm–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

21 THE PUBLICAN 
& THE PHARISEE

9:00am–10:00am 
Matins

10:00am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

1:00pm–2:30pm 
Parish Assembly 
(ONLINE)

22
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

23
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm–8:30pm 
Women's Bible 
Study

24
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers 
(ONLINE)

7:30-8:30pm 
Adult Education

25
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

26
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

11:45am–12:45pm 
Book Study

27 ST. RAPHAEL 
OF BROOKLYN

10:00am–11:00am 
Divine Liturgy

3:00pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism: 
The Mysteries

5:00pm–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

28 THE PRODIGAL 
SON

9:00am–10:00am 
Matins

10:00am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

6:00pm – Men's 
Discussion Group

1
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

2
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

3
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers 
(ONLINE)

7:30-8:30pm 
Adult Education

4
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

5
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers 
(ONLINE)

11:45am–12:45pm 
Book Study

6
3:00pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism: 
The Mysteries

5:00pm–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

F E B R U A R Y
Events are subject to change. Please check the calendar at stmaryorthodox.org/calendar 
for the most up-to-date event listings, service texts, and links to the services. Most services 
and events are streamed online. Zoom links and passwords can be found on Realm.
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MINISTRY UPDATE | ILEANA C.
Georgeta M. and Dan C. have been so 

grateful for the church’s support in raising 
funds to build a house for a family in need 
in Romania.  Georgeta and Dan see their 
food fundraiser as a way to allow them to 
virtually share a meal with fellow church 
members, just as Jesus broke bread with his 
disciples.  Already, thanks to the generosity 
of church members, about $2,000 has been 
allocated to this project, and about $4,000 
more is needed to in order to build the 
house in Romania.  To reach the remaining 
$4,000, Georgeta and Dan will be advertis-

ing another round of vegan food options 
during Lent and another round of meat and 
dairy food options to celebrate Pascha.  All 
food is prepared solely by Georgeta, who 
uses organic ingredients and takes extra 
precautions in shopping for and preparing 
the dishes, to include cleaning the house 
before cooking and wearing gloves and a 
mask.  In the meantime, Georgeta and Dan 
welcome any feedback about the food you 
have consumed to date.  In addition, you 
do not have to wait until Lent to order again 
because they welcome receiving at any time 
over the next five months any special vegan 

or non-vegan orders you would like filled, 
including requests for new Romanian food 
items not previously on the menu.  And if 
you have a particular recipe you would like 
prepared, Georgeta can specially prepare 
that for you as well.  Georgeta and Dan can 
be reached at getamocanu55@yahoo.com 
and dancross1@verion.net, respectively.  
Georgeta and Dan feel truly blessed to be 
part of this fantastic church team effort that 
has been creatively adapted to raise the nec-
essary home building funds during COVID. 

Thank you, St. Mary's parishioners, for 
your generosity!

MINISTRY REPORT | ILEANA C.
Did you know that St. Mary’s Book Study was founded by Anna 

C. and has been running for more than 5 years?  The group is called 
“Philokalist Anonymous” because they read texts from, or in the tra-
dition of, the Philokalia. Wikipedia cites Met. Kallistos 
Ware in describing the Philokalia as “a collec-
tion of texts written between the 4th 
and 15th centuries by spiritual masters 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church mysti-
cal hesychast tradition."  Anna founded 
the group because she believed that pa-
tristic writings in this tradition show the 
path to inner peace, provide profound 
insights into the human heart, and offer 
practical steps to changing your life and 
experiencing God.  These readings are 
highly relevant to the struggles and chal-
lenges we face today.  Anna knew that she would 
learn more if she read the Church Fathers with oth-
ers who would be able to provide different perspectives 
and insights.  Before starting the Philokalia, the group started with The 
Ladder of Divine Ascent.  Over the years, it has taken breaks to read other 
books, such as Prayer and Holiness, by St. Silouan the Athonite.  During 

each weekly session, each group member has the opportunity to read 
out loud at least one paragraph, and all are welcome to comment af-
ter each paragraph is read in order to share their understanding of the 
Church Fathers’ words and how it might apply in their lives.  Indeed, 

Father David is an active participant in this group, 
teaching and learning from others as well.  

The group, which started with just two 
people, now has about ten parishioners 
participating in any given week.  And 
group members have grown in support 
of each other over the years, becoming 
friends outside of the weekly sessions.  
Anna encourages all parishioners—male 
and female—to join her group, and pa-
rishioners are welcome to join as many or 
as few sessions as they would like.  Even if 
you cannot join the group on Zoom during 

its current meeting time of Fridays from 11:45 
am to 12:45 pm, you are certainly welcome to do 

the reading on your own and add comments to Anna’s 
group blog.  Indeed, Orthodox priests from other parishes and even 
non-Orthodox Christians are part of this blog and comment, making it 
a growing Christian erudite fellowship that is welcoming to all.

Sharing a Virtual Meal with Fellow 
Parishioners to Support Romania

Spotlight on the St. Mary’s Book 
Study, “Philokalists Anonymous”

Help build a new home for a family in Romania

Order Romanian Meals  
from Dan & Georgeta!

Email Georgeta: getamocanu55@yahoo.com 

Email Dan: dancross1@verizon.net

Want to get involved? Converse on 
the blog at readingsinphilokalia.com, 

or request to join the Philokalists 
Annonymous group on Realm!
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REPORT & INTERVIEW | ANNA C.
So, after years of discussion, review 

of countless plans and perusal of design 
concepts, a church or homeowner final-
ly selects their ideal design for their new 
building or renovation project.  Relief sets 
in. The rest should all flow easily, right? 
Not so, says James C. a member of the 
Building Committee, liaison with con-
tractor and advisor on St. Mary’s building 
project. Converting concepts to reality is a 
different process that involves precision, 
more detailed understanding of function, 
continuous monitoring, and creativity at 
every step of the way. 

I recently had a conversation with 
James about what this process entails and 
what we might expect. 

Anna: Tell me about yourself and 
what brought you to Orthodoxy and St. 
Mary’s.

James: A friend recommended that I 
look into Orthodoxy and I was fortunate 
to walk through the doors of St. Mary’s 
a few years ago. The liturgical worship 
style quickly appealed to all of my senses, 
something I hadn’t felt with my previous 
denomination. Father David’s sermons 
struck a chord with me. His and Jonathan 

Jacobson’s tireless efforts in the catechu-
men course gave me the resources and 
inspiration to keep coming back for more. 

Anna: What do you do professionally? 
James: I have worked for a large 

General Contractor in this area for 25 
years. I am currently a manager that 
oversees quality on the projects. Projects 
that I was assigned to, include the Air 
and Space Museum at Dulles, the Pen-
tagon renovation, and the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home.  

Anna: So far, we have been busy 
looking at various options (stay at the 
current place or move, for example) and 
reviewing design concepts. What are 
some of the things involved in the execu-
tion of an architectural design and what 
should we be anticipating? 

James: My role generally involves 
oversight of subcontractor quality prepa-
rations and early inspections. This in-
cludes review of the contracts, approval of 
material submittals and inspection of first 
samples of work. Follow up inspections 
occur periodically. I strive to help guide 
each trade to provide a high-quality prod-
uct, on time and within budget. 

Anna: In your experience, what are 

common mis-
takes in projects 
like ours? 

James: The 
common mistakes 
I see in my proj-
ects involve a lack 
of definition on 
scope, schedule, 
phasing or quality. 
This can lead to cost overruns, delays and 
poor quality. The more we define these as-
pects up front and envision our project 
from start to finish, the more success we 
will have. Establishing the contractor as a 
partner that understands and shares our 
vision is important. 

Anna: Why volunteer in this project? 
James: I hope to assist the renova-

tion by providing as much time and ef-
fort as I can, outside of chasing my three 
young kids around! A common saying 
that we have is that we shouldn’t accept 
a work product that we wouldn’t accept 
at our own home. Considering that this 
is a second home to so many, our renova-
tion project is especially important, and I 
think our team will very much commit to 
this philosophy.

A photo of James C.

REPORT | ELLEN R., TREASURER
St. Mary Orthodox Church was very generous in 2020!
Last March, when the COVID-19 pandemic began, we were all 

uncertain in the future and wondered if “life as we know it” would 
ever return. We, as a parish, truly believed we would come through 
this. We became innovative with our services, remained strong in 
our faith and reached out to keep in touch with friends and fam-
ily. We heeded the warnings and returned to worship in a small 
way, with masks and social distancing and we also figured out how 
to hold virtual services, Church School classes, coffee hours, and 

meetings. 

As the nation was hit hard with job loss, business closures and 
struggling families, we donated to the funded causes that are bud-
geted, monasteries, seminaries, and missions as well as the strug-
gling local and national organizations who support the neediest of 
the nation. 

In 2020, in addition to the budgeted donations, we raised 
funds to assist local food banks, the rebuilding of Lebanon, The Va-
tra, backpacks for students, food for Romania, and many others, 
donating more than $16,000. Through it all, members also contin-
ued to financially support our church and its obligations.

For that we thank everyone for their ongoing support of St. Mary. 

What Happens after Selecting an Architectural Design?

UPDATES ON THE 
BUILDING PROJECT

"Building the Kingdom Together in Christ"

Our Treasurer Thanks You, Parishioners!
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The Story of Why I 
Legally Changed 
My Full Name

PARISH LIFE | ECCL. KATHERINE M.

In the Level One Atrium, there is one 
shelf reserved in the environment for art 
supplies. The purpose of these supplies 
is for the child to express that which they 
discover even before they are capable of 
writing. Being a teacher during the week 
and being in Atrium on the weekends, I 
couldn’t help but feel that the art shelf was 
a bit out of place. We have all of these ma-
terials that present the child with scrip-
ture, the geography of Israel, parables, 
and liturgical colors; wouldn’t this “kids 
art shelf” surely call the child’s attention 
away from these materials? Enjoying art a 
great deal myself, I knew the child could 
use art as prayer, but somehow I still 
wasn’t clear on what that looked like in 
children so young, and was convinced it 
could be a distraction from what I thought 
of as more essential materials. 

One Sunday, a child approached me 
and handed me a beautiful drawing she 
had worked on for quite some time. She 
explained it was the Pearl of Great Price 
and the pearl merchant finding it. She 
explained how this pearl wasn’t real-
ly a pearl; it was Jesus. I asked her if she 
wanted me to save it in her work folder for 
later, and to my surprise, she told me no, 
and that I should throw it away. It was so 
hard for me to understand at first, how 
could she want me to throw away this art 
she had worked on for so long. It wasn’t 
until later that evening that I finally sat 
down to think about it and realized that 
when she handed it to me, she had al-
ready completed her work. She was using 
the art materials to ponder the Kingdom 
of Heaven and the pearl (cont'd on p. 7) 

FEATURE | MCKENSIE K.

Art Supplies 
as Holy Tools

SheepfoldSheepfold
An exploration of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a new 

curriculum for our 3- to 6-year-olds in Sunday School

Inside theInside the

From the isle of Iona in 
Scotland comes a lovely story of 

St. Columcille. St. Columcille was 
the abbot of the monastery on the wee isle 
of Iona. One night, he told his monks that 
God has shown him that he was going to 
get an important visitor and they need-
ed to go to the beach near the abbey and 
bring it back. It was a dark and stormy 
night – strong, blustery winds and sting-
ing cold rain, but the monks in obedience 
went to the beach and found a heron in-
jured from the rough winds of the storm. 
The brothers, knowing St. Columcille’s 
love of animals, 
thought this must 
be the important 
visitor and brought 
it back to St Colum-
cille’s cell where 
he nursed the bird 
back to health. As 
soon as the heron 
was healed, it was 
released to contin-
ue on its journey. I 
am like that heron.  

I come from a 
long line of rather 
fey Celtic women, 
deeply rooted in 
the Catholic church 
and with a passion-
ate love of Christ. 
When my mom, pregnant with me, had a 
dream that God wanted me to be named 
Katherine, my Mom didn’t question it. 
She knew her first born was a girl, would 
have blond hair and blue eyes, and her 
name was Katherine. Then I was born 
with a head of black hair and big, black 
eyes. Mom could not envision a brunette 
Katherine so they had to come up with a 
different name. It took my parents a while, 
but they settled on Patricia Ann and that 

was the end of it. But my Mom was rath-
er haunted by what she came to see as her 
lack of obedience to God.  

When I was getting ready to be con-
firmed in the Catholic church, I obsessed 
for a couple weeks about finding just the 
right patron saint. In my family, the tradi-
tion was to add the patron saint name as 
the third name. Even as a 7-year-old, I had 
disliked my name and was looking forward 
to balancing out the awful "Patricia Ann" 
with something better. To this day, I re-
member so clearly my shock when I told 
my Mom I wanted Elizabeth of Hungary 

to be my patron 
saint, and she told 
me it was too late, 
she’d already sub-
mitted Katherine 
of Alexandria. She 
explained about 
her dream and her 
regret over her lack 
of obedience. 

“No wonder I 
have never liked my 
name 'Patricia' – it's 
not what I was sup-
posed to be called!" 
It took root in my 
7-year-old brain 
and has never left 
me. The closer I 
drew near to God, 

the more I became convinced that I was 
supposed to be Katherine. By the time 
I was in high school, I knew someday I 
would change my name legally – both the 
first and last name.  

In the meantime, I was developing 
a lovely relationship with St. Columcille 
(more commonly known as St. Columba 
in England). Through the difficult times 
of my life, he would show up letting me 
know that God loves me and (cont'd on p.7) 



Falls Church, Virginia   |   The Veil    |    Volume 35, Issue 2

Features — February 2021   |   7

Don't 
Just Walk 
the Walk
FEATURE | TANYA D.

Every year in January, many in our na-
tion commemorate the innocent who die 
through the sin of abortion. The annual 
March For Life is held in our nation’s cap-
ital and in cities throughout the country.  
The mission embraced is the promotion of 
beauty and dignity of every human life by 
working to end abortion.  The Orthodox 
Church certainly embraces this mission as 
well. 

As Orthodox Christians we need to 
support women who decide against abor-
tion but find themselves in the position of 
financial hardship or family rejection.  Two 
wonderful Orthodox-run organizations 
take a Christian-based approach to edu-
cating, supporting and spiritually advising 
women faced with unwanted pregnancies. 

The first is Zoë For Life, located in Cleve-
land, Ohio.  Their website (zoeforlife.org) 
reads: 

"ZOE for Life!® is a Christian ministry which 
affirms the value of all life by helping women in a 
confidential manner during and after crisis preg-
nancies.  We all need God in our lives, especially 
when trouble and heartache come. Women in 

crisis need emotional support, confiden-
tial access to professional agencies, and 
access to potential adoptive Orthodox 
Christian families to encourage them to 
carry their babies to term."

The other Orthodox organi-
zation is The Treehouse, located in 
Wichita, Kansas.  From their web-
site (wichitatreehouse.org): 

"The Treehouse offers mothers and 
babies a brighter future through sharing 
God’s love, basic necessities, education 
and genuine personal care.  By incor-
porating Christ into everything we do at 
The Treehouse, we teach moms they are 
not alone in their struggles. When the 
world seems like a very dark place, they 
have someone and somewhere to turn 
for hope."

Both of these organizations 
are in great need of donations of 
money and supplies. Please visit 
these websites to better under-
stand their needs and see how 
you can help a new mother and 
child who are struggling. There 
are direct links through which you 
can donate.

(Name Change, cont'd) that he was interceding for me.  Some of the events were 
an icon in an Episcopal church, a ring with the Columcille Celtic knot from my 
son Jordan, as the subject to the first icon I painted, and two very meaningful 
trips to Scotland where I visited the places St. Columcille had proclaimed Christ 
to the Scottish people. These pilgrimages led to profound emotional and spiritu-
al healings and I felt much like the heron in the story. I had “washed up” on the 
shore of Iona, damaged from the storms of life, and God healed me through the 
intercessions of St. Columcille.  

When I discovered in my family tree the family names of McCallum and 
Heron, I knew those were the other names I wanted to take on to complete my 
name. McCallum translates from the Scots Gaelic as son (or daughter) of St. 
Columcille. "Katherine Heron McCallum" basically means Katherine Heron, 
daughter of St. Columcille.

Our God, so infinitely creative has an infinite number of ways to heal us and 
bring us closer to him. For me, in gratitude and a long-delayed obedience, I have 
changed my name to remind me of the love of God and his saints. And I have to say 
that since legally changing my name, I feel like I have come home and am at peace.

(Sheepfold, cont'd) merchant. She was pondering and pray-
ing all while drawing. By the time she finished she had 
completed this pondering moment and wanted to share it 
with me, but was done with the paper. What remained was 
only the impression the parable had made on her. 

The young child has such an innate desire to ponder 
scripture and enter into prayerful meditation on it. I need 
not tell her the meaning of these parables, but simply allow 
her to wonder, to pray, to discover, and to trust that the Holy 
Spirit, the true teacher, will guide her. She valued the pro-
cess over the product. She valued the opportunity for prayer 
she saw in the art over the art materials themselves. In this 
moment I was so humbled by the wisdom of the child, and 
now I know I will never look at the art shelf again and see it 
merely as a “kids’ art shelf.” It is just as essential as all the 
other materials because it encourages the child to ponder, 
pray, and build their relationship with God. 

Above: two photos from last year's March for Life 2020, 
which was attended by several St. Mary's parishioners.

MATTHEW 25:37-40 (NIV):
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 

and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did for me.” 
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Write for the Veil!
Participate in the parish thought-life. Share an event. Make change. 

To get involved, email the communications manager Sophia at

UnderTheVeilOfHerProtection@gmail.com

Stay Connected to St. Mary's  
through Realm®

Realm is the way we’ve chosen to keep in touch with the 

community through the COVID-19 quarantine. Through 

Realm, you’ll be able to receive news from St. Mary’s, 

sign up to attend services in person, participate in 

interest groups, and get other updates from St. Mary’s.

To sign up, simply email 

UnderTheVeilOfHerProtection @gmail.com  

with your name and birthday.

AN ONLINE ANCIENT FAITH RETREAT

RENEWING 

YOUR 
MARRIAGE: 
Real Tools to Support Real Love

with

Fr. Nick and Dr. Roxanne Louh

Saturday, February 13, 2021
10:30am–3:15pm ET

L E A R N  M O R E  AT :
store.ancientfaith.com/

renewing-your-marriage-retreat


