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On June 28, in my homily, I made the point 
that as a nation we have yet to show ourselves able 
to persevere through our current tribulations, 
much less to boast of the character that comes 
from such testing. As Orthodox Christians, it is 
our opportunity and calling—our duty—to bear 
a witness to the type of patience and persever-
ance and compassion that the world needs right 
now. As the Church, we have been through much 
worse, but not yet this generation in this land. 
Every society undergoes such difficulties, and its 
resilience depends on its faith. A people with no 
faith, no hope, no vision for the future stagnate 
and disintegrate.

Proverbs 29:18 in the King James says, 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but 
he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” The New 
King James is slightly different, saying “Where 
there is no revelation, the people cast off re-
straint…” Where there is no vision of the King-
dom of God (not just any old vision, but revela-
tion, the revealed vision from God) the people 
perish because they throw off restraint, they fall 
into lawlessness. Right now, most are quick to ac-
cuse their neighbor of perceived lawlessness and 
corruption and excuse his or her own. The prob-
lem is that the very culture has become lawless, 
putting the individual and the pursuit of passions 
above the righteousness of God or any revelation 
beyond the self, without any shared definition of 
truth or good.

John Adams, our second president, famously 
said, “Our Constitution was made only for a mor-
al and religious people. It is wholly inadequate 
to the government of any other.” (Letter to Mas-

sachusetts Militia, 11 Oct 1798) He 
did not believe, and the founders 
legally enshrined, that its religion 
needed to be exclusively Christian, 
for fear of the fundamentalism 
that was rampant in that day and 

age, though they clearly assumed a society built 
on shared values deriving from tradition. Look-
ing at the sectarian strife and abuse throughout 
the States and in Europe, Adams wrote to his 
friend Jefferson, musing, “What a mercy it is, that 
these People cannot whip and crop, and pillory 
and roast, as yet in the U.S.? If they could they 
would.” (18 May 1817) Ironically, what he feared 
would come to pass through sectarian religion 
has now come to pass through sectarian politics, 
the new religion, with its rituals, creedal jargon, 
and acts of adoration and obeisance in each re-
spective cult. Much of it would be worthy of hon-
or if it had not degenerated into what it has now 
become—a new idolatry. May God have mercy.

St. James, the brother of the Lord and him-
self the martyred at the hands of an extra-judicial 
sectarian mob, gives us a clear warning of these 
dangers, but also a direction on how to proceed 
(James 3:13-18):

“Who is wise and understanding among you? 
Let him show by good conduct that his works are 
done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have 
bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not 
boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does 
not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, 
demonic. For where envy and self-seeking ex-
ist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But 
the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown 
in peace by those who make peace.”

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the Sons of God! Let us each strive and 
act boldly to be made worthy of the title!

— FR. DAVID
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“Now the fruit of 
righteousness is sown 
in peace by those who 
make peace.”
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Don’t see your name? Join us on Realm and fill out your profile. If you include your birthday and nameday, you’ll see them here.

A N N I V E R S A R I E S

July 4 — Mihai & Cristina B.

July 13 — Dn. Peter & Tanya D.

B I R T H D A Y S
Christopher A.

David A.

Mihaela B.

Anna C.

Daniel C.

Peter D.

Nicole F.

John G.

Stacy G.

Stephanie K.

Elias L.

Ben L.

Eric M.

Joseph M.

Carolyn P.

Julie S.

Sarah Z.

N A M E D A Y S
July 2 — Stephen S.

July 5 — Elspeth G.

July 5 — Jamie M.

July 12 — Veronica P.

July 17 — Allison J.

July 24 — Christina J.

Stay Connected 
to St. Mary’s  

on Realm®

Have you signed up for Realm yet? Realm is the way we’ve chosen to 
keep in touch with the community through the COVID-19 quarantine. 
Through Realm, you’ll be able to receive news from St. Mary’s, sign 
up to attend services in person, participate in interest groups, and get 
other updates from St. Mary’s.

To sign up, simply email UnderTheVeilOfHerProtection@gmail.com 
with your name and birthday, and we’ll help you get started!

God grant you many years!

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  I S  I N  T H E

Reopening Phase
St. Mary’s is currently open with limited attendance. We appreciate your 

patience and loving-kindness as we do our best to comply with state 
guidelines and practice obedience to our synod of bishops. We pray that 

this phase will go smoothly and safely, and that we return to less restricted 
practices soon!

Everything you need to know about how to attend a service in person is 
posted online at stmaryorthodox.com/covid19.

Please take the St. Mary’s 

Communication 
Survey!

Let us know how we’re doing now, and 
how we can best stay connected with you.

surveymonkey.com/r/9TDLFFR
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S U N DAY MON DAY T U E S DAY W E DN E S DAY T H U R S DAY F R I DAY S AT U R DAY

28
9:30am–11am 
Matins & Typika

11am–11:30am 
Sunday School

11am–12:00pm 
Virtual Coffee Hour

29
7am–8am 
Liturgy for Ss. 
Peter and Paul

30
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

1
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers

2 
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

3 4
NO SERVICES

5 
NO SERVICES

6 7
9:00–9:30am 
Morning Prayers

8 
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

9
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

10
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

11
NO SERVICES

12
9:30am–11am 
Divine Liturgy

13
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

6:00pm 
Home blessing: 
Centreville

14
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

7:30pm–9:00pm 
Women’s Bible 
Study

15
7:00–7:45am 
Divine Liturgy

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers

16 
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

17
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

18
10:00–11:00am 
Divine Liturgy

3:00pm–4:30pm 
Wedding

19
9:30am–11am 
Divine Liturgy

6pm–8pm 
Men’s Group

20
7:00–7:45am 
Divine Liturgy

7pm–9pm 
Parish Council

21
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

22 

7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers

23
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

24
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

25
10:00–11:00am 
Divine Liturgy

Wedding (time 
TBA)

5:00–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

26
9:30am–11am 
Divine Liturgy

27
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

28
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

29
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

7:00pm–7:30pm 
Daily Vespers

30
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

31
7:15–7:45am 
Morning Prayers

1
5:00–6:00pm 
Great Vespers

J U L Y
Events are subject to change. Please check the calendar at stmaryorthodox.org/calendar for the most up-to-date 
event listings, service texts, and YouTube links to the services. Most services and events are streamed online. Zoom 
links and passwords can be found on Realm.

CAMP VATRA: SESSION 1 (ONLINE)

CAMP VATRA: SESSION 2 (ONLINE)

CHURCH CLOSED  
(STAFF VACATION)

CHURCH CLOSED (STAFF VACATION)
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St. Mary’s Enters the Reopening Phase
PARISH LIFE REPORT | SOPHIA P.

During the month of June, St. Mary’s 
was able to resume celebrating services at 
limited capacity with appropriate COVID-19 
protocols in place. The first liturgy that the 
community was able to share together was 
on June 7 — on the feast of Holy Pentecost 
— followed later in the evening by kneeling 
vespers on the western lawn. 

Fr. David put together a Reopening 
Committee on June 2, and the committee’s 
first activity was to create the COVID-19 et-
iquette for the church campus that is being 
currently used. Until further notice, pa-
rishioners must register to attend services 
in person on Realm. The parish building is 
able to facilitate up to 40 people, depend-
ing on how many people are in households 
that can safely socially distance from one 
another according to state and synodal 
guidelines. A group of dedicated parishio-
ners have faithfully volunteered for each 
service to take on roles that allow the parish 
to be open. When parishioners arrive, they 
are greeted by door wardens who accept a 
signed form certifying a number of state-
ments put forth by the OCA, and are then 
led by an usher to pre-marked seats that are 
sufficiently spaced from other parishioners. 
Among other protocols, parishioners must 
sanitize their hands upon entry, remain at 
least six feet away from other parishioners, 
and wear a facial mask at all times except 
to receive Holy Communion. After the ser-
vices, the volunteer cleaning crew sanitizes 
the church. Although parish life is still far 
from normal, the Reopening Phase is one 
step closer to liturgical normativity. 

There have been a variety of responses 
to opening at limited capacity. Many pa-
rishioners have expressed their relief to 
attend services and receive Holy Commu-
nion, in spite of the unideal format. Oth-
ers have expressed frustration at the kinds 
of limitations put forth by the Synod of 
Bishops, such as not being able to kiss the 
iconography. Much of the most forward 
feedback St. Mary’s has received has been 
in gratuity towards streaming services on-

line, and hopes that it will continue after 
the quarantine is over. The sentiment that 
has tied nearly all feedback together is 
grief over not being able to gather together 
physically in a normal way. 

“There’s been a lot of grace and pa-
tience from the parishioners,” Fr. David 
said. “Those who are eager to return have 
been respectful of the requirements, and 
those who are choosing to remain at home 
are very grateful to still be able to worship 
remotely with us.” 

Challenges have arisen with adminis-
trative coordination, streaming technolo-
gy, the technical execution of the services, 
and the enforcement of protocols. One 
challenge has been encouraging any so-
cializing after services at the parish to be 
done at a distance comfortable enough to 
high-risk or more cautious attendees. An-
other has been ensuring that the service 
registration process is both an efficient 
system to offer the Eucharist to all parish-
ioners who wish to commune, while re-
maining intuitive enough to avoid incident 
at the door of the church. 

Fr. David indicated how tricky it is to 
make sure the parish has enough man-pow-
er to keep services going without burning 

out the volunteers. 
“The biggest challenge is that we need 

a lot more people to do the same things. Be-
fore, all that was needed was the priest and 
one singer. Now, we need ushers, door-war-
dens, cleaners—volunteer positions that are 
not without risk and which require a person 
to sometimes be firm. I’m really grateful 
for those who stepped up. I know it has not 
been easy, and not the way they would like 
to have to be at church.” 

Choir director and head chanter Sdn. 
Nicholas J. also made the decision to estab-
lish a second antiphonal choir to help him 
chant services in a way that adheres to the 
quarantine restrictions. Each choir is com-
posed of a household that contains three or 
more singers. 

“It is rather exhausting to sing with a 
mask on,” Sdn. Nick explained. “Yet we also 
get to return to antiphonal singing. So, it 
is riddled with amazing opportunities and 
challenges all the same.” 

Since the beginning of the church shut-
down in March, Fr. David and Psa. Stephanie 
have steadfastly and creatively endured the 
hardships of leading St. Mary’s during a time 
of unprecedented difficulty, and they (along 
with the Reopening Committee) did not lose 

Fr. David, Dn. Nick, and Sdn. Nicholas discuss suggestions for conduct during the first meeting of the 
Reopening Committee on Saturday, June 1, 2020.

For a complete list of quarantine protocols for St. 
Mary’s, please visit stmaryorthodox.org/covid19
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Hello! My name is McKensie, and I am a Sunday 
school teacher here at St. Mary’s. This upcoming year, I 
will be starting a new curriculum in our church school 
for our youngest children. My journey to this curricu-
lum began about two years ago. One of my fellow pa-
rishioners asked me if I would be willing to help start 
a new Sunday school program for the 3- to 6-year-olds. 
I was  invited to a training on a unique Sunday school 
curriculum that is growing in the Orthodox Church, 
called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Original-
ly, this curriculum was a Roman Catholic children’s 
spiritual formation course, but over the last ten years, 
it has been adapted to our theology and the needs of 
the children within our tradition. Its primary goals are 
to help children deepen their relationship with God 
through prayer and to promote the child’s fuller partic-
ipation in the life of the Church. During my training, 
I was touched at how the lessons, so beautiful in their 
simplicity, helped me to deepen my understanding of 
theology and my relationship with God. After complet-
ing my initial training, I was lucky enough to be able 
to start teaching with this curriculum at my parish in 
Oregon. Through starting this program I was able to 
see tremendous growth in my church community and 
within myself. I think it would be most accurate to say, 
I have grown alongside the child, being humbled by the 
children’s profound understanding of Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd, who loves and cares for us, his sheep. Inside 
the Sheepfold is a column intended to bring some of these 
beautiful moments, growth, and learning to you. Each 
month, I will focus in on one moment, topic, or class-
room material, in the hope of bringing you into our “lit-
tle sheepfold” of the Sunday school classroom for some 
of our youngest parishioners.

If you are interested in becoming more involved, 
please reach out to me at mckensieanne@gmail.com.

Between preparing the classroom space, creating 
materials, and working with the children once we are 
back together, there are many ways to get involved, no 
matter what your strengths are! 

MINISTRY REPORT | MCKENSIE K.

their footing as the parish entered its Reopening Phase during June. 
Todd S. is one of the volunteers on the Reopening Committee who 

has served as a door warden. 
“It was challenging having to deny a couple of parishioners access to 

church — sad, in fact,” Todd relayed. “However, while serving as a door 
warden and a key member of the reopening committee, it was incredi-
bly heartening to see everyone’s joyful, yet masked, expressions as they 
entered the narthex. It’s been a very humbling, yet joyous experience!” 

So far, the first service or two after getting new directives from the 
diocese have been a little bumpy, but many issues shake out over the 
course of a few services. 

“I’m encouraged that we are still able to keep connected with the 
bulk of the parish by live-streaming,” Fr. David said. “I was speaking 
with a parishioner who is on assignment in Afghanistan, and I was 
amazed at how well-connected he has been through the online services. 
He extends his gratitude to the parish and was saying how great a job we 
did transitioning to at home and back without losing folks at a distance. 
And I hear those kinds of things from folks about once a week, so that 
keeps me inspired.” 

Donations to Charities 
Received and Welcomed
REPORT | ELLEN R., TREASURER

Earlier this year, we sent part of our budgeted annual donations to 
several area charities, as well as some of the monasteries and seminaries. 

We received a lot of grateful responses from them. Here are excerpts 
from some of the thank you letters: 

• FACETS: “Thank you!!  We are blessed by your leadership and 
support!!”

• St. Herman Theological Seminary (Kodiak, Alaska): “Thank 
you…Your prayer and financial support ensures the continued 
training of clergy and church workers…”

• Britepaths: “On behalf of the families who will continue to see our 
assistance in the long days ahead... we thank you for helping them.”

• St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary: “You have 
joined an exceptional group of supporters who know the impor-
tance of forming and educating leaders for the Church.  Your 
gift will go directly to preparing future priests, musicians and 
deacons. Thank you for your generous gift.”

• NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness): “Your support al-
lows us to continue bringing a message of hope and awareness 
to almost 10,000 Northern Virginians each year.”

In this time of the coronavirus, our donations have been greatly ap-
preciated by every recipient. We will be allocating the remaining funds 
towards the end of the year. 
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The Order of Operations and Salvation
REFLECTION | SDN. NICHOLAS  J.

The other day I stepped out of the show-
er, and had already put on my pants when 
I noticed my cross still lying on the edge of 
the sink. I quickly picked it up, kissed it, 
and put it on, asking the protection that 
comes from the cross as our “invincible 
weapon” against the enemy of this world. I 
was slightly dismayed, however, that I put 
on my clothes before my cross, but I imme-
diately began to console myself that I must 
have been distracted…or it was good for me 
to put on my pants first…what if someone 
walked in?! But, almost as quickly, I began 
to think of the problem with the order of 
operations in my life, signaled very gently 
by my haphazard dressing order. Is there 
truly a problem with putting my cross on 
third? In short, yes. Let’s return to math for 
a bit to understand why. 

In math, the order of operations is criti-
cal to doing calculations and getting them 
right. For those not familiar, consider this 
problem: 

4+3x7–6÷2

Before being taught, you might just 
proceed from left to right, which seems per-
fectly reasonable: 

4+3x7–6÷2 
7x7-6÷2 
49–6÷2 
43÷2 
= 21.5

Done! Well…yes, the problem is fin-
ished but the answer is wrong. We did all 
the operations, but we didn’t do them in the 
correct fashion. We had all of the compo-
nents and the knowledge to accompany it, 
but didn’t use the tools correctly. It reminds 
me ever so slightly of God’s counsel to Cain 
after the unaccepted sacrifice: “Hast thou 
not sinned if thou hast brought it rightly, 
but not rightly divided it1?”

There is a defined order for how to 
do multiplication and addition, and sub-
traction and division (which many are ini-
tially taught as the mnemonic acronym  

“PEMDAS”). The problem should more ac-
curately be: 

4+3x7–6÷2 
4+(3x7)–(6÷2) 
4+(21)–(3) 

= 22

While the order of operations may ini-
tially seem arbitrary, it is used consistently 
across the world of math to keep everything 
in order and consistent. And, in the end, 
we get the correct answer. It is a matter of 
obedience to the defined order of things. 
Conveniently, for our little problem above, 
the answers were close…but the first one 
is still missing the mark, even if it isn’t as 
egregious as other potential mathematical 
mishaps. The tiny mistake here needs to 
be corrected, though, lest it blossom into a 
weed that is hard to uproot later. 

So, let us return to the cross. It was 
third in the order…but it should be the first 
piece of clothing that is adorned. It is one of 
the key things that we put on that signifies 
to the world and the demons that we are 
a Christian and belong to Christ. It is the 
identifying mark that says who we belong 
to, and where to return us in the case of 
death. We belong to Christ, and our home is 
in the heavenly kingdom…and yet I put my 
pants on before it… 

But, it is true that I didn’t see it first! 
So, I put on the first thing I saw that made 
sense. “Out of sight, out of mind.” Howev-
er, this is a phrase that is more condem-
natory here than I would like. I didn’t see 
my cross, so I didn’t think about it. Yet, we 
pray to Christ at least every week that we 
may “never live for myself, but for Thee, 
our Master and Benefactor.”2. In an at-
tempt to fulfill this in synergy with Christ, 
we surround ourselves with Godly images 
and messages to remind ourselves of God 
and our calling, and to make sure that 
we keep God, stillness and virtue at the 
forefront of our lives…but those are the 
training wheels. We must remember God 
always, unprovoked, and have His blood 
pulsing through our veins, that, in concert 

with St. Symeon Metaphrastes, may we 
truly cry out: “O my Maker…pass through 
me for the right ordering of my members, 
into all my joints, my reins, and my heart…
order me aright.3”

My second thought was that I was just 
covering my unpresentable parts first, of 
course in alignment with St. Paul’s state-
ment that “our unpresentable parts have 
greater modesty4”. Yet, the more precious 
component is the soul, and we have to put 
the flesh in subjection to the soul for our 
lives to be ordered correctly (lest the flesh 
overtake everything!). By placing the cross 
on our bodies, we make a similar statement 
to our body that this is how I self-identify. 
I am a Christian. One who takes an instru-
ment of death and punishment, and never-
theless sees joy, salvation, and redemption 
in the midst of that device of torture. The 
flesh is a component of the body, but not 
THE component. We hear in the dismissal 
hymn for the great ascetics of our Church, 
that the image of God was preserved in 
them with exactness by ”taking up [their] 
cross” and following Christ, and by their 
deeds they taught ”us to overlook the flesh 
for it passeth away, but to attend to the soul 
since it is immortal5”. My piano teacher 
would constantly remind me to keep my 
fingers tall when playing; the natural ten-
dency is to flatten them, and have them 
splayed out across the keyboard. Only as an 
adult did I realize the wisdom of her con-
stant admonition, and have to force myself 
to maintain proper form for the longevity 
of my fingers and for added dexterity and 
power while playing. Let us instead apply 
these lessons to the soul, in obedience to 
Christ and His Cross. 

If we conform ourselves to the mind of 
the Church, the order of operations would 
be second nature: “Those who live ac-
cording to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live ac-
cording to the Spirit, [set their mind] on 
the things of the Spirit6. But, as it takes 
a child time to learn the (cont’d on p.7)  

1 Gen. 4:7 LXX, Brentoan
2 Anonymous, Post-communion Prayer #1

3 St. Symeon Metaphrastes, Post-Communion 
Prayer #3

4 1 Cor. 12:23 

5 Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Great Horologion
6 Rom. 8:5



Falls Church, Virginia   |   The Veil    |    Volume 34, Issue 7

News — July  2020   |   7

Fr. David’s Reports
• Fr. David reported working 169 hours during May. 

May was the first month in which services have been 
blessed to be conducted in person, which has present-
ed challenges that have taken a lot of energy to over-
come. Accordingly, Fr. David is in need of time off to 
recover, and since it is difficult to get a replacement 
currently, there will be no services between July 4 – 
July 11.

Treasurer’s Report (Ellen R.)
• Ellen reported that contributions from parishioners 

have remained strong. Most expenses are lower than 
the amount budgeted for them.

Business
• Reopening Phase Report: Overall, the implementa-

tion of the reconstitution and recovery plan has gone 
well with the help of a consistent group of volunteers. 
We’ve learned that we need to decrease the number of 
communicants allowed in the parish at a time, better 
control of antidoron distribution, and we need a few 
more volunteers

• Strategic Development Update (Anna C.): Maria A. 
will be having a discussion with the county represen-
tatives to find out more about their requirements for 
a proposal. Following this “pre-design” meeting, and 
utilizing the feedback she received, Maria will prepare 
and submit a schematic design proposal of our plans. 

The purpose of the proposal is to make sure that our 
plans comply with the general requirements of the 
county.

• Facilities Improvement Update: Fr. David reported 
that the first part of the update—the renovation of the 
confessional room—is completed. Sdn. Bogdan has al-
ready begun tiling room 2, after removing the black 
mold found there.

• 2020-2021 FOCUS North America Back to School 
Backpack Program: FOCUS has approached St. Mary 
to solicit its participation in this program. They would 
like us to purchase 72 backpacks at $25 each for a total 
cost of $1800. Focus would have the backpacks packed 
by the distributor to avoid contamination. Ellen Rob-
inson will get in touch with the FOCUS coordinator to 
ask more specific details.

• Doxacon Virtual Conference Proposal: Because of 
the uncertainty of the COVID-19 situation, it has been 
decided to move the Doxacon conference online. To 
host the conference, we need a corporate Zoom ac-
count that represents a significant upgrade from our 
current account. Besides Doxacon, such an upgrade 
will serve the growing need of the church for online 
events. Claudia S. suggested looking into other plat-
forms, such as Microsoft Meetings. Sophia P. will re-
search such platforms, compare them to Zoom and 
report back to the council. 

Though only council members may vote, parish council meetings are open for anyone to attend. Meeting times are posted on the St. Mary’s calendar on the website.

June Parish Council Summary
SUMMARIZED FROM ANNA C.’S NOTES BY SOPHIA P.   |   JUNE 22, 2020   @   7:00PM–8:25PM

(Order of Ops, cont’d) usefulness of the mathe-
matical order of operations, I still have a long 
way to go in being mindful in every aspect of 
my Christian journey. May our love of Christ 
may be unfeigned and our “faith unashamed”, 
so that we may “no longer [be] a habitation of 
sin” but “the habitation of the only Spirit1.” May 
God give us the strength to change our ways! 

1 Post-Communion #1, #3

A Note on the 2020 
Backpack Project

Last year, we provided 72 backpacks for a local 
school in the area. Due to the coronavirus, the 
final details of the backpack project are still 
in development. We will be participating, so 
please stay tuned for our needs for this year. 

Update from the Treasurer
MINISTRY UPDATE | ELLEN R., TREASURER

Thank you all for your support of St. Mary Orthodox Church. Our members have 
been very generous during this pandemic and it has allowed us to pay our bills and 
establish new methods of providing services, without being in the church. We are 
doing some renovations in the altar areas and repairs on some outside needs during 
this time of minimal use of the facility.

Questions about giving?
The three main ways to donate to St. Mary and the programs we support are list-

ed below. By using any of these methods, you can designate if you would like your 
donation to go to the regular church operating fund, to a special event (i.e. the soup 
luncheon or the backpack project) or humanitarian aid. If donations are made to hu-
manitarian aid, the parish council decides how best to allocate these funds.

1. You can write a check and mail it to St. Mary, or if you are attending a ser-
vice, you can leave a check in the basket by the entrance.

2. If you participate on Realm, you can donate through the Realm site.
3. We also have an active PayPal account that is set up for donations for St. Mary.

Questions about donations can be directed to: treasurer_stmary@outlook.com 
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The Veil

Write for the Veil!
Participate in the parish thought-life. Share an event. Make change. 

To get involved, email the communications manager Sophia at

UnderTheVeilOfHerProtection@gmail.com

For details, contact Nick M. on 
Realm or on stmaryorthodox.org

BENEFITS TO LAWN MOWING INCLUDE:

Sign up for

CHURCH
LAWN
MOWING

• being outside
• exercise with a purpose
• being at St. Mary’s again
• singing as loudly as you want to your 

favorite songs since no one can hear 
you over the lawn mower anyway

• not being inside
• the satisfaction of serving the church

and much more!

Find your calling. Be a hero. 
Mow the lawn.

VIRTUAL 
CAMP 

VATRA 
2 0 2 0

Session 1:
Session 2:

June 29–July 3
July 27–July 31

Virtual 
Camp 2020

A free event 
for all ages!

M o n  J u n e  1 5  –  F r i  A u g  7

• No registration necessary!
• 3–4 hours of programming Mon–

Fri each week, including arts & 
crafts and other skill-sharing, 
chant lessons, “Ask Abouna” 
calls, virtual tours of camps 
around the US and Canada, 
priest talks, and much more!

visit avcamp.org for updates 
and more information!

1 2 : 0 0 P M  –  3 : 0 0 P M  E S T

Visit roea.org to register.

Where:
What:

Who:
Cost:

Zoom
Camp prayers, interactive 
sessions, small group discussions, 
games and contests, hangout with 
Bp. Andrei, inspiration video 
contest with prizes each week, 
and much more!
Two age groups: 11-13 / 14-16
$25 registration (includes camp 
t-shirt and “virtual camp” photo


