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At the beginning of October, our parish, 
Protection of the Holy Mother of God Orthodox 
Church ("St. Mary’s" for short) celebrates its special 
feast day. This feast is celebrated worldwide, not only 
on October 1st here, but on the 14th (Oct. 1 on the Old 
Calendar) throughout the Slavic world and on Octo-
ber 28 in Greece (to whence it moved in honor of the 
protection of Greece during WWII.) As St. Mary’s is 
a multi-ethnic parish, we are happy to celebrate all 
month! 

The feast itself has a long and significant histo-
ry that ties together the many nations of historical 
Orthodoxy. In the 5th century, Empress St. Pulche-
ria built a church dedicated to the Mother of God in 
the Blachernae district of Constantinople, named 
for the Vlachs — early Romanians from the lower 
Danube region known as Dobrogea who had a small 
suburban colony there outside the old city walls. The 
church was built around a holy spring which is still 
there today. It is called Ayazma in Turkish, from the 
Greek Hagiasma for “holy water.”

In this already special church were placed relics 
of the robe, belt, and veil of the Theotokos that were 
brought there from the Holy Land, placed before one 
of the oldest icons of the Virgin (the type now called 
Blachernitissa). Within a short time, the Blachernae 
Church became the second most important in the 
city, after Hagia Sophia, and one of the most im-
portant centers of Marian devotion.  Many miracles 
attributed to the Mother of God were experienced 
there. 

Major historical events can be connected to 
the Blachernae Church. During iconoclasm, the 
Church suffered at the hands of the iconoclasts, 
and the ancient icon had to be hidden. But when 
the heresy was overthrown, it was at this church 
that the traditional Sunday of Orthodoxy service 
on the first Sunday of Lent was celebrated for the 
first time. For a time, the church also hosted the  
Mandylion, or the “image not made with hands,” 
which some believe to be the Shroud of Turin.  

The Virgin’s veil (maphorion) was credited with 
stopping invasions such as the attacking pagan Rus-

sian fleet in 860. It was dipped in the waters of the 
Bosporus and immediately a storm rose that sank the 
fleet and spared the city. Ironically, this event is sig-
nificantly remembered and celebrated by the Rus-
sian Church, as it would be not long after that Rus 
would convert to Orthodoxy under St. Vladimir. This 
also impressed the aggressive Bulgarian Tsar who 
chose wisely to negotiate peacefully in 926.

Though all these events were momentous in 
their own time and worthy of a feast, it is the story of 
the Protection that occurred in the early 10th century 
that we commemorate on October 1st. The Prologue 
of Ochrid by St. Nikolai Velimirovich explains,

 On October 1st, 911, in the time of the Emperor Leo the 
Wise (or the Philosopher), there was an all-night vigil at 
the Blachemae church of the Mother of God in Constan-
tinople. The church was crowded. St. Andrew the Fool 
for Christ was standing at the back of the church with 
his disciple Epiphanius. At four o'clock in the morning, 
the most holy Mother of God appeared above the peo-
ple with a veil spread over her outstretched hands, as 
though to protect them with this covering. She was clad 
in gold-encrusted purple and shone with an unspeak-
able radiance, surrounded by apostles, saints, martyrs 
and virgins. Seeing this vision, St. Andrew gestured 
towards it and asked Epiphanius: 'Do you see how the 
Queen and Lady of all is praying for the whole world?' 
Epiphanius replied: 'Yes, Father; I see it and stand in 
dread.'  

Through all of these events, we are reassured 
that the Mother of God and all the saints, God’s 
own divine council and holy retinue, are constant-
ly watching over us and interceding on our behalf. 
What Sts. Andrew and Epiphanius saw were not 
temporary realities but eternal ones, part of the di-
vine liturgy celebrated in heaven without ceasing. 
Every time we enter the services in our humble par-
ish, which has its own similarities to the Blachernae 
Church—founded by a colony of “Vlachs” both Ro-
manian and American in a suburb just outside the 
nation’s capital—we enter into that same history, the 
same eternality. (Cont'd on back)

A Month of Protections!
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Realm is the easiest way to receive news from St. Mary’s, sign 
up to attend events, participate in interest groups, and get 

other parish updates.

Stay Connected to St. Mary's  
through Realm®

To join our online community, email 
UnderTheVeilOfHerProtection@gmail.com with 

your name, and we'll get you started!

Commemorations
2   |   October 2021 — Commemorations

Don’t see your name? Join us on Realm and fill out your profile. If you include your birthday and nameday, you’ll see them here.

B I R T H D A Y S
Shelly C.

Mihai B.

Andrea B.

Matt T.

Michelle L.

Jason L.

Jessica O.

Stephanie T.

Nick D.

Isa K.

Maria A.

Liviu D.

Alexandra L.

Jim H.

Stephen M.

Marie H.

Stefan R.

Claudia S.

Denise M.

Joseph J.

Christina H.

Dorina M.

Luke R.

Sophia M.

N A M E S D A Y S
Denise M.

Jeff M.

God grant you many years!

A N N I V E R S A R I E S
Joseph & Margaret

Jim & Ioana

Todd & Elizabeth

$10 • November 5-6, 2021
Buy tickets today at doxacon.org

St. Mark Orthodox Church

Ethnic Food 
Festival

Sat, Nov. 6 @ 11am-8pm 
Sun, Nov. 7 @ 12pm-4pm

Russian & Eastern European 
Foods, Desserts, and Beverages

dine-in or carry-out

stmarkoca.org

7142 River Rd, Bethesda, MD 20817

Signups are open for the

Psalter Prayer 
Group

The Nativity Fast is only 7 weeks away! 
Join us in praying the Psalter twice 

through the fast by reading one 
kathisma a day.

2021 Fellowship of St. Moses 
the Black Conference (Online)

2 8 T H  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E 
O C T O B E R  8 - 9 ,  2 0 2 1

Peace through the 
Blood of the Cross: 

Drawing Together the 
Divided Ones

Featuring Mother Katherine Weston, 
Dn. Stephen Muse, and Fr. Moses Berry

Learn more and register at 
mosestheblack.org
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S U N DAY MON DAY T U E S DAY W E DN E S DAY T H U R S DAY F R I DAY S AT U R DAY

3
9:30am–10am 
3rd & 6th Hours

10am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

4 5 6 ST. INNOCENT 
OF ALASKA

7pm–7:30pm 
Vespers

7:45pm-9:00pm 
Adult Ed. Class

7 1 PROTECTION OF 
THE THEOTOKOS

6:40am-8:00am 
Hours & Liturgy
12pm–1pm 
Philokalia Book Group

2

8
12pm–1pm 
Philokalia Book 
Group

9 GLORIFICATION 
OF ST. TIKHON

3pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism
5pm–6pm 
Great Vespers

10
9am–10am 
Matins

10am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

11 12 13
7pm–7:30pm 
Vespers

7:45pm-9pm 
Adult Ed. Class

14 
ST. PARASCHIVA 
OF IASI

6:40am-7am 
3rd & 6th Hours

7am–8am 
Divine Liturgy

15
12pm–1pm 
Philokalia Book 
Group

16
11am-12:30pm 
Baptism: Banu
11am-1pm 
MoOKs Pumpkin 
Patch
3pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism
5pm–6pm 
Great Vespers

17
9am–10am 
Matins

10am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

18 ST. LUKE

7pm-9pm 
Parish Council

19 
7:30pm-9pm 
Women's Bible 
Study

20
7pm–7:30pm 
Vespers

7:45pm-9pm 
Adult Ed. Class

21 22
12pm–1pm 
Philokalia Book 
Group

23 ST. JAMES, 
BROTHER OF THE 
LORD

10am-11:30am 
Divine Liturgy of 
St. James
3pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism
5pm–6pm 
Great Vespers

24
9am–10am 
Matins

10am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

6pm-8pm 
Men's Fellowship 
Group

25 26  
ST. DEMETRIUS

6:40am-7am 
3rd & 6th Hours

7am–8am 
Divine Liturgy

27
7pm–7:30pm 
Vespers

7:45pm-9pm 
Adult Ed. Class

28 29 ST. ANASTASIA

12pm–1pm 
Philokalia Book 
Group

30 ST. MARK

9:30am-11am 
Baptism: Padeway
3pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism
5pm–6pm 
Great Vespers

31 ST. JOHN OF 
CHICAGO

9am–10am 
Matins

10am–11:30am 
Divine Liturgy

1 2 3
7pm–7:30pm 
Vespers

7:45pm-9pm 
Adult Ed. Class

4 5
12pm-1pm 
Philokalia Book 
Group

6
3pm-4:30pm 
Adult Catechism
5pm-6pm 
Great Vespers

OCTOBER
Events are subject to change. Please check the calendar at stmaryorthodox.org/calendar 
for the most up-to-date event listings, service texts, and links to the services. Most services 
and events are streamed online. Zoom links and passwords can be found on Realm.

D O X A C O N :  F A I T H  &  F A N D O M 
C O N V E N T I O N



Falls Church, Virginia   |   The Veil    |    Volume 35, Issue 9

4   |   October  2021 — News

MINISTRY REPORT  |  DANIEL S.
At Doxacon, many of us have ex-

changed excited chatter with folks we’d 
just met, who shared similar interests 
and faiths, while rushing from one ses-
sion to the next down the halls of that 
year’s convention location, or sitting in 
the dining hall together. This year, we’re 
doing our best to facilitate those kinds of 
opportunities for talk between attend-
ees through plenty of discussion pan-
els, breakouts, and online gaming. One 
such opportunity that we’re especially 
excited for is a special discussion ses-
sion on Friday afternoon with a handful 
of Christian authors and artists.

Our writers group discussion will 
be on Friday at 2:30pm-3:30pm, and 
will include authors Eve Tushnet, Kar-
en Ullo, and Eleanor Bourg Nicholson. 
Eve, a fellow DC-area local and veter-

an Doxacon speaker, previously gave a 
talk called Authority in the Horror Genre. 
She has written and published several 
books, including Gay and Catholic: Accept-
ing My Sexuality, Finding Community, Living 
My Faith, and Amends: A Novel. Karen, a 
Lousianna-based author, also spoke on 
horror in Doxacon 2018 in her talk Hor-
ror: the Genre of the Sacred. She’s written 
two fiction novels, Cinder Allia and Jenni-
fer the Damned. Eleanor is the newcomer 
of the group who has written and pub-
lished three novels: The Letters of Magda-
len Montague, A Bloody Habit, and Brother 
Wolf.

Our artist group discussion will be 
on Friday at 1:00pm-2:00pm, and will 
include Anna Poloz, Marza, and our 
own Amy Browning-Dill. Anna is an Or-
thodox Christian iconographer based 
in Illinois, and artistically trained in 

Florence, Italy. Marza is an Orthodox 
artist who draws inspiration from ico-
nography, anime, and street art, and is 
based in Los Angeles, California. Amy is 
an Orthodox Christian artist who draws 
inspiration from the beauty found in 
creation, often imbuing her work with 
symbolism and allegory.

These creators will be discussing 
how their faith interacts with contem-
porary and secular literature and art, 
whether that’s gothic stories, anime, 
fairy tales, Renaissance art, or vam-
pires.

We hope that you’ll get your tickets 
today to attend Doxacon 2021, Novem-
ber 5th and 6th! And don’t forget to take 
a listen to our very own Fr. David Subu 
talk about Doxacon with Bobby Maddex 
of Ancient Faith Radio in an interview 
from August this year! 

The Ministry 
Fair: Faith, Love, 
and Creativity
NEWS  |  ANNA C.

For the longest time, I was confused about what a ministry was. 
Did it have to be religious? Is it run by clergy? Is it limited to scrip-
tural topics?  As time passed, I began to understand ministries as 
activities meant to serve the church and its congregation, offered 
with love and driven by the desire to imitate Christ.  A personal 
hobby, the love of teaching, drawing, socializing, or singing become 
ministries when they seize to exist for our personal pleasure and 
become sacrifices to Christ in the service of community. As the re-
nowned theologian Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann puts it:

It is only when we give up freely, totally, unconditionally, the self-sufficiency 
of our life…that the ‘newness of life’ – which means a new pos-
session of the world – is given to us.

Think of it this way. Shmemann sees liturgy as the 
manifestation of God’s love and the revelation of the 
kingdom.

The Church, if it is to be the Church, must be the revelation 
of that divine Love which God “poured out into our hearts.” 
Without this love nothing is “valid” in the Church because 
nothing is possible. 

Yet for Schmemann liturgy is not limited to a formal setting or 
space. Life itself should be sacramental and experienced liturgical-
ly. Ministries then extend liturgy beyond church services and help 
us live our lives as sacraments.

And so it was on the sunny afternoon of September 12, when 
the spirit of eucharist spilled out onto our backyard through our 
annual picnic and our second ministry fair in three years. Both 
manifested the congregation’s love and commitment to one anoth-
er.

Like the rest of you, I felt awed and inspired to gauge the 
amount of hard work, faith, and imagination that our ministry 
leaders have invested in converting their talents and interests into 
true ministries. Though we lacked the space and sophistication of 
a trade show, we took the kitchen tables outside, converting them 
into make-shift display booths. 

Ministries represented on these booths included the Realm 
Help booth with “Dr. Proeteasa,” who, like Lucy in the Peanuts, was 
available to dispense help for only 5 cents; the Capital Renova-
tion Project, represented by Cathy D.; the new Community Con-
nections Team, who were seeking out greeters and (cont'd on p5)  

Getting into the Heads of Christian Creators
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Capital Renovation Project Update:

Getting through the Paperwork: 
Special Permit Application Submitted!

PARISH LIFE REPORT | ANNA C.

We have now entered a new phase of the project that moves us forward in the process of obtaining the permits and puts 
us closer to the start of the building phase. 

The big news is that our architect and civil engineer have submitted the application package for special permit to the Fair-
fax County. The special permit is an additional process we have to go through due to the fact that we will do construction work 
on a church building (commercial occupancy) that is located in a residential zoning district. The application 
has the thickness of a book and represents a complex undertaking. The process to date has taken months of 
measuring, surveying, and adjusting the design; many meetings with the county officials that involved back-
and-forth discussions and corrected versions of the application to incorporate their comments.

We still have a long road ahead, but the steps are clear and carefully planned:

1. The special permit application process: it takes about 3 months for the review and approval 
process to be completed, during which time the architect and civil engineer will receive com-
ments from the county staff and may have amendments to incorporate.

2. The public hearing: it will take place as part of the special permit review process in order to give 
neighbors the opportunity to discuss the impact of the project on their property and raise any possible 
objections they may have. It is hence important to use the next month to present our case to neighbors 
and garner their support. Approval of our current application signifies approval of the concept pro-
posed and of our intention to build. 

3. Input from and approval of design by the Parish’s General Assembly 

4. Site Plan Approval: after the special permit application is approved, the next phase is to submit another drawing 
package with a more detailed site plan design, which will incorporate the final layout for storm water management, 
traffic control, landscape. This phase may take up to 4 months.  

5. The Building Permit: To begin building, we then must obtain a permit for the design of the fellowship hall expan-
sion itself. The architect will provide a set of drawings that will detail the building plans, elevations and sections. This 
process may take an additional 2-3 months.

6. Estimates: once we will have specific, detailed project data, we will be able to obtain bids from contractors and, 
hence, develop a reliable budget and business case.

7. Fundraising: Information-sharing with parishioners and solicitation of support. 

It could be a year or more before we break ground, but every step will be precise and transparent. We'll need to continue 
practicing patience and an ongoing commitment, so that the flame of our vision and dedication is not extinguished. 

(Ministry Fair, cont'd) neighborhood connectors, represented by 
Ken L.. There were three ministries present that enable parishio-
ners to participate more actively in worship — altar servers, sub-
deacons and readers (Dn. Nick D.), assisting the ecclesiarch (Eccl. 
Katherine), and choir/chanting (Sdn. Nick J.); Fr. David stood by 
with information about the many courses he teaches, and the Young 
Adult Ministry was represented by Joseph J. We also had an amazing 
array of spiritual enhancement groups, from Men’s Fellowship to 
Psalter Readings, the Philokalia and others, presented by St. Mary’s 
double J duo (or is it triple j?), Jonathan C. and Jonathan J. There is a 
great love for children in this parish, and commitment to them was 
evident in the ministries about children and families. The booth, 
run by McKensie K., featured Church School, Vacation Bible School 
(using the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd) and Prayer & Play-
dates, organized by Mothers of Orthodox Kids.

Seeing all these ministry displays in their totality, next to each 

other, struck me as an extraordinary display of talent, creativity 
and, above all, love. We are grateful for the dedication of these min-
istry leaders and all those engaged with and contributing to their 
ministry.  Through their efforts we get closer to living a Eucharistic 
life and becoming a community in Christ.

“…For eucharist—thanksgiving and praise—is the very form and content 
of the new life that God granted us when in Christ He reconciled us with 
Himself. The reconciliation, the forgiveness, the power of life—all this has 
its purpose and fulfillment in this new state of being, this new style of life 
which is the Eucharist, the only real life of creation with God and in God, the 
only true relationship between God and the world.” Alexander Schmemann  

Please check the new brochures — one on the status of the Cap-
ital Renovation Project, and another listing St. Mary's ministries, 
groups, and activities. See how you can convert a passion, interest, 
talent or aspiration into a ministry of love for your community. 
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Following in 
the Footsteps of 
Faithful St. Thomas 
This Month
REFLECTION  |  ILEANA C.

The Apostle St. Thomas is known as “Doubt-
ing Thomas” because when the other Apostles 
told him they had seen Jesus Christ after his 
Resurrection, St. Thomas said he would not be-
lieve them until he personally saw Jesus Christ 
and touched his wounds1. The Feast of St. Thom-
as is celebrated different calendar days depend-
ing on which Christian denomination one is. 
The Roman Catholic Church originally celebrat-
ed the Feast of St. Thomas on December 21, but 
then moved it to July 3. Some Protestants still 
celebrate the Feast of St. Thomas on December 
21.Meanwhile, the Orthodox Church celebrates 
the Feast of St. Thomas this month — on Octo-
ber 6. Because St. Thomas is known as Doubting 
Thomas, I was very surprised to learn, during a 
Hallmark movie of course, about an old folk be-
lief in some European countries that if an un-
married woman slept upside down during the 
Feast of St. Thomas, with her feet on the pillow 
and her head near the foot of the bed, she would 
dream of her future husband. But upon further 
reflection, it seems appropriate that such an 
old folk belief would arise in connection with 
St. Thomas. Although he originally doubted, he 
went on to believe and faithfully spread the Gos-
pel to the far lands of the Medes and Parthians 
(Iran), and as far as India2. Doubting is in hu-
man nature, but when we have our doubts, we 
can turn to St. Thomas in prayer and follow in 
his footsteps of renewed faith. And just as St. 
Thomas traveled far in spreading the Gospel 
after his original doubts, we can joyfully spread 
the Gospel far and wide where we live.  I think 
St. Thomas would be proud. 
1 https://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/St.+Thom-

as%27s+Day
2 https://www.goarch.org/-/feast-of-the-holy-apostle-thomas

For several years, a Men’s Discussion 
Group (now “Men’s Fellowship Group”) 
has met monthly for pot-luck dinner and 
fellowship. On the third or fourth Sunday 
of each month, we gather at the house of 
one of the members at 6pm, each man 
bringing something to eat. During and 
after dinner, a previously-announced 
topic forms the basis for informal con-
versation. All parish men are welcomed, 
and may also bring friends who may be 
interested in Orthodoxy. Anywhere from 
four to twelve or so men usually turn up; 
the house were we meet rotates among 
members. Typically the host acts as fa-
cilitator, and the floor is open for what 
always proves to be a lively conversation.

The fall season began for us on Sun-
day, Sept. 26, 6-8 pm, at my house. The 
topic for the first meeting was, “When 
I leave church, do I leave my faith be-
hind?” Responses demonstrated the an-
swer to be, "No" for us. Examples ranged 
from the consolation of prayer during a 
period of serious medical issues to "ev-
eryday" challenges to one's moral sen-
sibility at work:  one's work may compel 
participation in actions that are morally 
concerning to us. Such lower-key dilem-
mas, in a sense, may prove to be more in-
tractable than the bigger, more obvious 
crises of life.

The atmosphere was one of great 
fellowship and companionship, as it of-
ten is.

It is also a principle of the group 
that should any man be dealing with a 
particularly serious matter in his life, he 
may ask for the floor, and his issue will 
automatically take priority over every-
thing else. Here are Orthodox brethren 
sharing the same basic worldview, and 
prepared to offer their own experiences 
with similar matters. Such sharing can 
be very powerful in reaching peace of 

mind and heart.  
We're currently circulating a sur-

vey to solicit feedback on how men feel 
about the group and any suggestions 
for change or improvement. We're 
looking for feedback from all men in 
the parish who are interested in at-
tending, even if he doesn't currently 
attend. Participation in this survey is 
urged, whether the feedback be pos-
itive, negative, or some combination. 
We are all in this together. 

Men: please help us improve the Men's Group by taking the survey at
tinyurl.com/StMarysMensGroupSurvey

Men's Fellowship Group 
Begins Meeting Again
MINISTRY REPORT  |  JONATHAN C.
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REFLECTION | BEN L.
September 9th was the feast 

day of the Fathers of the Third Ec-
umenical Council, also known as 
the Council of Ephesus. There, the 
Council upheld the doctrine that 
our Lord Jesus Christ has but one 
hypostasis. That is, He is one sub-
jective entity, the Divine Logos. 
In order to understand why this 
is significant, let us consider the 
readings from that day.

The Epistle for that day (Ga-
latians 4:22-27) says that Mount 
Sinai represents Hagar, the maid-
servant whose children are born 
into slavery, while the free woman is 
the Jerusalem from above. And in the Gos-
pel reading (Luke 8:16-21), Christ says that 
no one lights a lamp and hides it, but puts 
it on a stand so that all who enter may see 
and be illumined, for “there is nothing se-
cret that will not be revealed, nor anything 
hidden that will not come to light.” Then He 
says “take heed how you hear, for to those 
who have, more will be given, and from 
those who do not have, even what they seem 
to have will be taken.” After this, someone 
approaches Christ and says that His “moth-
er and brothers are outside wanting to see 
Him.” Christ responds that His mother and 
His brothers are those who hear the word of 
God and do it. 

How are we to understand these read-
ings? On the surface, the Gospel passage 
appears to be oddly constructed. First, it 
begins with an image of a lamp that re-
veals something secret – maybe our se-
cret thoughts? – followed by an admoni-
tion about how one hears, leading to some 
non-sequitur consequences that reward the 
privileged and deprive those in want. And 
then, the story is then interrupted by his 
mother and brothers trying to see him, with 
Christ seemingly dismissing the attempts of 
his family. 

Perhaps the reason this seems so dis-
jointed is because we are not hearing cor-
rectly, as Christ tells us we must be careful 
to do. As modern people, we often read the 
Scriptures as a litany of recorded scenes, as 

though a videotape were being played back 
to us. This ignores the connections being 
made between the passages and traps us 
into thinking materialistically about what’s 
happening. For instance, we might see in 
a video “a guy named Joshua,” but when 
it comes to the Scriptures, doing that puts 
us into the wrong mindset, because we are 
now envisioning a reality that is earthly be-
fore it is heavenly. 

So, when we hear our Lord tell us to 
hear and obey “the word of God,” we might 
immediately think He is referring to the 
book of the Scriptures, but the Greek – logon 
ton theou – also resonates deeply with the 
Logos of God, the Divine Word. Therefore, 
in order to “hear the Word of God and do it,” 
we must ask ourselves what – or who – this 
“Word of God” is. That is, to hear correctly, 
we must first respond to the question that 
the Lord asks of His disciples, “Who do you 
say I Am?” Could this Jesus be, in fact, the 
Word Himself? After all, only if we can abide 
in His Word, are we truly his disciples, re-
membering that if we love this Word, we 
will take care to keep His commandments 
(John 8:31, 14:15). 

But where is this Word? Our Lord points 
us toward the light that is inside, raised high 
on a lampstand, so that those who come in 
can be illumined by it. Additionally, we are 
told that His mother and His brothers are 
outside wanting to see Him. In this, we can 
see that He is not actually dismissing his 
mother or his brothers. On the contrary, 
He is showing how they are those who hear 

correctly. His mother and his brothers 
are precisely those who want to come 
in from the outside to see Him, the 
Word of God, and to receive the 
light that the outer darkness does 
not comprehend. Indeed, this is 
the very thing we iconize each 
Lent. At every Presanctified Litur-
gy, the priest comes out from the 
altar into a darkened church with 
a candle raised on high, chanting, 
“the light of Christ illumines all.” 

Because His mother is she 
who desires to see God within 
herself, Mary is therefore the “Je-
rusalem from above,” from where 

Christ comes; and if we are also from 
“Jerusalem,” from Mary, so to speak, then 
we are also Christ’s brothers. Indeed, Mary 
is nothing less than Theotokos, the one who 
bears God. For this reason, she is the icon 
par excellence of the Church, which is us, 
to the extent we enter to be illumined and 
to see and bear God within ourselves.  

This reading, then, is about who Christ 
fundamentally is, the Logos of God. He is 
the Logos and no one else, who has incom-
prehensibly taken all of our humanity unto 
Himself in order to fill it with Himself. This 
is the great secret, hidden by a veil of flesh, 
that is brightly revealed to those who enter. 
And this is the great truth that the fathers 
of the Third Ecumenical Council sought to 
affirm. For, if we only see Him in our minds 
as “a man named Jesus” who was somehow 
connected to divinity, a view that the fathers 
of this council vehemently fought against, 
then we miss the meaning of not only this 
Gospel, but the Gospel. We would be apt to 
see this reading as being little more than a 
strangely written moral lesson. But then, 
what would the “good news” of the Gospel 
be? How would Christ be different from any 
other holy person, or our faith from any oth-
er well-intentioned commitment to good 
morals? If we don’t hear correctly, and fail 
to understand that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
Himself the Logos, the I AM, the God of Isra-
el, then what knowledge we have of Him can 
only fall apart into incoherence. 

On the other hand, if (cont'd on back)

Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus, by Vasily Surikov
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Write for the Veil!
Participate in the parish thought-life. Share an event. Make change. 

To get involved, email the communications manager Sophia at
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Is your group/ministry active, but not on this list? Email Sophia at UnderTheVeilOfHerProtection@gmail.com to get set up!

Adult Catechism 
Contact: Fr. David

Doxacon: Faith & Fandom Convention

Men's Discussion Group 
Contact: Jonathan C.

MoOKs (Mothers of Orthodox Kids)

Philokalists Anonymous 
Contact: Anna C.

Young Adult Ministry 
Contact: Nick & Jos

Reel Women 
Contact: Anna C.

Readers and Altar Servers 
Contact: Deacon Nicholas

Come join us in our ministry efforts, develop relationships, and enrich your life and the lives of others!

(Council, cont'd) we have “the ears to hear,” as our Lord so often 
says, we will desire to enter into the mystery of His incarnation and 
be illumined by the transfiguring light of the Word of God himself. 
It is in that bright chamber, preserved and purified like the three 
holy youths of old, that our obedience bears the divine fruit that be-
fits a true change of heart, an offering acceptable to the Lord. So, 
let us make haste to follow His mother and His brothers into the 
inner sanctuaries of our hearts, closing the door behind us, so that 
we may finally behold Him who is in secret, ascended on high, shin-
ing, and beckoning us from Mount Tabor. For this is the gift that 
keeps on giving, and to him who has it, ever more shall be given. 
And it shall be that “good measure, shaken together, pressed down, 
and running over.” Christ is in our midst! 

(Protections, cont'd) Our parish is profoundly blessed to be named 
after this historic feast which has been the namesake of some of the 
most important churches in the world since. We were also blessed to 
receive in 2007 a relic of the Protecting Veil, placed into a unique icon 
depicting the Mother of God holding her Veil over the city of Washington 
DC, which is now in our sanctuary on a special stand to the left of the 
iconostas. It is our privilege to be guardians of this sacred treasure, but 
with it comes the responsibility to join our prayers for the salvation of 
our nation and our world to those our Blessed Mother.

Please visit the reliquary icon of the parish sometime this month 
and give thanks for all the ways we’ve been protected throughout the 
year and pray for those in need of the Virgin’s sheltering. To all who at-
tend, support, and love the parish of St. Mary’s in Falls Church, I wish 
you joyous feast and many years!   — FR. DAVID


