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Town Hall Report 

On Sunday, Aug. 25, the parish held a town hall 

meeting to hear about the progress on the strategic 

development process. Fr. David introduced a sum-

mary of the process and the work that has been 

done, as well as the challenges that remained, and 

then and moderated questions.  

Having researched the requirements of renovation 

and/or relocation, the Steering Committee for Stra-

tegic Development is still faced with three options 

on how to fulfill the needs of the parish: 1) Stay 

and renovate to increase the size of the fellowship 

hall and provide handicap access, but be limited by 

space from doing much more; 2) Move to a new 

location with more space for development and try 

to renovate or build there, limited by the availabil-

ity of suitable real estate nearby and the cost; or 3) 

Cosmetically renovate the present location without 

making any major changes while building capital 

funds for an eventual move when something ap-

propriate becomes available.  

Each of these options has its strengths and weak-

nesses but all require one thing I common: funding. 

Therefore, the Parish Council has contracted with 

Mr. Jerry Minetos, an Orthodox fund-raising and 

capital campaign consultant to help us with the 

next steps. He will assist us to do a financial study 

of the parish, interviewing and surveying parish-

ioners as to what they feel capable of donating, so 

that we can know what kind of program we can 

realistically accomplish. Jerry with be with us for 

the Parish Picnic on Sep. 8 to meet all of you. 

In addition to this update, there was time for ques-

tions and suggestions, of which there were many, 

which we include a few here for your reflection: 

1. Playground area for 7-12 year olds as current 
are is a only for small children— a “tot-lot.” 

2. Use the 2500 sq.ft. permitted by the county to 
work on the hall and provide handicap bath-
rooms there. 

3. Build a pavilion first for outdoors seating. 
4. Sidewalk to Tyler Park 
5. Make sure facilities can become income pro-

ducing or multi-use for day care, etc. 
6. Increase sanctuary capacity, e.g. remove pews. 
7. Look at St. Mary’s as your second home, consid-

er what we might put into a summer home and 
give for this one instead. 

8. Partner with FOCUS to provide ministry and 
possibly qualify for grants, 

9. The possibility of micro phases to generate 
growth an enthusiasm.  Suggesting we start 
with visible progress, e.g. a playground or beau-
tification of the grounds, items we would not 
need to go before Fairfax zoning on.  This 
would be a demonstration of progress in the 
form of small improvement to attract and bring 
more people into the church. 

Father emphasized this process is voluntary and 

confidential.  He or other members of clergy or 

council can accompany Minetos to parishioners 

home if they like. Psa. mentioned we cannot make 

good financial decisions without good data. An-

swers cannot be maybe, think, guess but basked on 

concrete numbers.  This year we are going to be 

keeping attendance charts for our activities so we 

can capture accurate information. Stay tuned! 
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September Birthdays 
Olivia A. 
Sally A. 

Patricia B. 
Alexandra B. 
Stephanie C. 

Jesse D. 
Eva F. 

Natalie F. 
Margareta G.  

Inna K. 
Phil K.. 
Julia M. 
Kathy M. 
Mircea M. 
Steve S. 
Daniel S. 

Fr. David S. 
Matthew T. 

Stephanie K. 
Mihaela B. 

Alex B. 

September Anniversaries 

3   Robert & Paula Yuskavage 
11 Stephen & Stephanie Zimmerli 
18 Nicholas & Cathy Dujmovic 

September Saint’s Name Days 

6 St. David of Egypt: Fr. David  
9 Righteous Anna, Mother of the Theotokos: 

Anna Lerner 

17 St. Sophia: Sophias Dill, Porcu, Mitran 

 

October Birthdays 
 Andrea B. 

Mihai B. 

Joe C. 

Nicholas D. Jr. 

Liviu D. 

Jessica G. 

Christiana H. 

Marie H. 

Joseph J. 

Isabel K. 

Alexandra L. 

Michelle L. 

Denise M. 

Dorina M. 

Steve M 

Stephan R. 

Maria S. 

  Stephanie Th. 

October Anniversaries 

23 Steve and Kathy Miroy 
 

October Saint’s Name Days 
3 St. Dionysius: Denise Manos 
23  St. James: James Woglom. 
26 St. Demetrius: Dimitri Apodaca 

 Are we missing you birthday, anniversary, 
or saint’s day? Please let us know!  

SUCCESSFUL BACK-
PACK PROJECT 

 

A big Thank You goes out to 
the more than 25 St. Mary 
families who contributed to 
this worthwhile project.  
This year we surpassed our 

goal of 72 and actually collected 81 backpacks filled with the 
most wanted school supplies.  We were partnered with Ma-
son Crest Elementary School, which is a Title I School in Fair-
fax County.  The Principal and staff were overjoyed to receive 
these backpacks for their students., which were delivered 
Aug. 9.  
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Dn. Dr. Nicholas Dujmovic  
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 St. Mary Annual  
Rummage Sale 

Saturday September 7, 2019 
8:00 AM—2:00 PM 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

September 3-6 to help set-up and 
price items 

September 7 to work during the 
sale and cleanup 

Please Direct questions to  

Lori Jacobson  and Ellen Robinson.  

Proceeds from this sale will benefit the charitable 
works of the St Juliana Fellowship. 

Parish Feast-Day: 
Please join us for Festal Vespers of the Protec-
tion of the Theotokos, our Patronal Feast, on 
Monday, September 30 at 7pm. Food and refresh-
ments will be provided following the service.  
 
Choir News: 

The choir will be having a workshop with Pro-
fessor Stephen Neely from Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity on the weekend of 9/21. We’ll be learning 
about Dalcroze Eurythmics, which is a way to 
link physical movement and music together. 
We’ll also work directly on the skills of singing as 
a choir. If anyone not in the choir is interested in 
observing the workshop, please email choirdirec-
tor@stmaryorthodox.org for more details and a 
full schedule. 
Subdeacon Nicholas Jones will offer a 10-week 
introduction to Byzantine Notation course 
starting in mid September. The classes are cur-
rently planned for Monday evenings at 7pm and 
are 1 hour long. If you are interested and would 
like to be added to his email list, please email 
jones.nicholas.j@gmail.com  

Request for Newsletter Articles: 

Did you visit someplace really special this year?  
Have you read a wonderful book that you would 
like to share?  Do you have a recipe that is easy to 
prepare and loved by your family?  Do you want 
to explain proper recycling? We are always look-
ing for interesting articles for The Veil, the bi-
monthly newsletter of St. Mary.   The deadline is 
about two weeks before the newsletter is pub-
lished but we will accept articles any time and 
save them for the next publication.   Student sub-
missions always welcome so encourage your 
children to submit articles too.   

Send articles to frdavid@stmaryorthodox.org   
with the subject being NEWSLETTER ARTICLE. 
Deadlines for the next to issues are Oct. 15 for 
the Nov.-Dec. Issue and Dec. 15 for the Jan.-Feb. 
2020 issue. 

http://www.stmaryorthodox.org/
mailto:choirdirector@stmaryorthodox.org
mailto:choirdirector@stmaryorthodox.org
mailto:jones.nicholas.j@gmail.com
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Thoughts on Patriotism and Nationalism 

By Jonathan Jacobson 

The distinction between patriotism or love for 
one's country on the one hand, and xenophobic na-
tionalism based on race or ethnicity on the other 
hand, is critical. 

St. Nicholas of Japan, 
in the midst of the Rus-
so-Japanese War which 
had Orthodox Chris-
tians fighting on both 
sides, told the Japanese 
Orthodox faithful to 
pray and fight for the 
victory of their coun-
try, but without hatred 
of their (Russian) ene-
mies, although, as a 
loyal Russian citizen, 
he himself could not 
join in their pray-

ers.  He taught, "Love of country is natural and ho-
ly. The Savior Himself out of love for His earthly 
country cried about the unhappy lot of Jerusalem... 
But besides an earthly Fatherland we also have a 
heavenly Fatherland. To it belong people without 
distinction of nationality, because all people are 
equally children of the Heavenly Father and broth-
ers to one another."  

Both racism and xenophobic nationalism are sins 
condemned by the the teaching of the Church that 
"there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28) The 
pan-Orthodox Council of Constantinople in 1872 
said, "We censure, condemn, and declare contrary 
to the teachings of the Gospel and the sacred can-
ons of the holy Fathers the doctrine of phyletism, 
or the difference of races and national diversity in 
the bosom of the Church of Christ."   

There have been Orthodox teachers such as Fr. Du-
mitru Stăniloae who defended a type of national-
ism in opposition to the Communist project to 
abolish national identities and national loyalties in 

favor of global solidari-
ty of the proletariat 
class around Marxist-
Leninist ideology. I 
think it's very im-
portant to distinguish 
national patriotism 
and love of one's own 
country and its lan-
guage, customs, and 
places, from a xeno-
phobic, militant, or 
race-based nationalism 
that treats immigrants 
or members of differ-
ent racial, ethnic, or 
national groups as belonging to inferior categories 
of humanity.  This is true both of any kind of "white 
nationalism" and also the "black nationalism" 
which rose up in opposition to it based on the long, 
sad history of white supremacy in the United 
States. 

We should never forget the Great Commission giv-
en to the Apostles by our Lord, "Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you al-
ways, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-
20)  And we should remember that, according to St. 
Paul's teaching, in the Church and in the Kingdom 
of God, "there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised 
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; 
but Christ is all, and in all." (Colossians 3:11) 
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 Interested in Orthodoxy?  

 New to the Faith?  

 Need a Refresher? 

Join us Wednesday Nights  

at 7:30 PM   

A Journey to Fulness 

Video series w/ Fr. Barnabus Powell 

An Orthodox Catechism 

Lecture series with Fr. Josiah Trenham 

Saturdays at 3:30 PM   

starting Sept. 14 until Dec. 7. 

(no class Sept. 21, Oct. 12, 19, Nov. 2) 

For those preparing to be received into the 

church and also suitable for those who desire 

a deeper understanding of Orthodoxy. 

 

Financial Peace 

University 

Sundays at 1 PM 

starting Sept. 15 

$99/family 

Find the Christian 

approach to 

Stewardship start-

ing with your own 

life—learn togeth-

er as a family! 

Adult Education at St. Mary’s 
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THE VEIL  

St. Mary Orthodox Church  

7223 Roosevelt Avenue  

Falls Church, Virginia 22042  

      

      


